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Cyclone Fengal batters north T.N.

coast; 3

GS Paper |: Geogra

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Cyclone Fengal, which
crossed the coast near Pu-
ducherry on Saturday
night, triggered heavy rain-
fall and strong winds over
coastal districts in north
Tamil Nadu, flooding low-
lying areas and disrupting
flights and local train ser-
vices in Chennai. Three pe-
ople died in rain-related in-
cidents in Chennai.

This is the second cy-
clone to develop over the
Bay of Bengal this season.
The Regional Meteorologi-
cal Centre in Chennai said
that the cyclone’s advance
spiral bands had crossed
the coast by 7 p.m. with
landfall expected to take
three or four hours, with
wind speeds gusting up to
90 km per hour. Heavy
rainfall is expected to con-
tinue through Sunday,
though rain intensity de-
pends on cloud cover.

A heavy downpour
pummelled the State’s
northern coastal districts
from the early hours of Sa-
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dead in Chennai, fli

ghts hit

Torrent of trouble: Heavy rain and fog led to poor visibility on the busy Tambaram-Maduravoyal
bypass in Chennai on Saturday. M. VEDHAN

turday. Chennai’s Nungam-
bakkam and Meenambak-
kam recorded 11.4 cm and
10.4 cm of rainfall, respec-
tively, till 5.30 p.m.

The rain gauges and au-
tomatic weather stations in
Thiruninravur (13 cm), Ko-
lapakkam (12 cm), Pudu-
cherry (10 cm), Tiruttani,
Puzhal in Tiruvallur dis-
trict and Mailam in Villup-
uram district (9 cm each)
recorded the torrential

rainfall that continued till
evening.

The Chennai airport
was shut down and 226
flights were cancelled.
Another 20 flights due to
arrive in Chennai were di-
verted to other airports, in-
cluding as far away as Gu-
wahati. The Airports
Authority of India said the
airport would remain
closed till 4 am. on
Sunday.

Suburban train services
between Chennai Beach
and Velachery in the MRTS
Section were suspended
from Saturday afternoon
as gale-force winds pre-
vailed in the city. Services
between Beach and Chen-
galpattu were affected as
tracks were waterlogged at
Pallavaram station.
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Cyclone Fengal
batters north T.N.
coast; 3dead in
Chennai, flights hit

Thald Hharel o
dffeerg & 3w de
W Fg IR, Aeis
# 3o & #@iq, F5
STITET 9X arfer

Cyclone Fengal and its
Impact

Thard harel 3R SHFT YA

Cyclone Fengal crossed the coast near Puducherry on Saturday night, triggering
heavy rainfall and strong winds over coastal districts in north Tamil Nadu.

TohdTd HhaTel AFATR Il T FAI & I8 T H IR X I11, 578 3wx afferamg &
aaT et 7 #rt aut 3R 3 g9 el |

Flooding of low-lying areas and disruption of flights and local train services occurred
in Chennai.

e sl # a1g 3R Aea1s 7 3@ 3R TAAT A AT H JIUTA 3T g3
Three people died in rain-related incidents in Chennai. 7
Yoels F T V FEAT gear3it F T der AR a0

This is the second cyclone to develop over the Bay of Bengal this season.

g 59 Wil 7 qaner T W F FHAT gl aTelt O ToHaTa 2|

The Regional Meteorological Centre in Chennai stated that the cyclone's advance spiral

bands crossed the coast by 7 p.m., with landfall expected in 3-4 hours, and wind
speeds gusting up to 90 km per hour.

ool & AT AlGH A &g F Iam F gard & yadt quisr d5 a1 7 99t I
dT 1 IR FT T, IR ASBler glet 7 3-4 6 9Tl T A AT, g7 H A1fy 90
el ufer ger e g1 @Rl &

Heavy rainfall was expected to continue through Sunday, although the intensity of
rain would depend on cloud cover.
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Ay aut IFaR d& T War Hr TG o, grenites aut Y dgar agat & 3ravor
forex &t

e Aheavy downpour started in the State’s northern coastal districts from the early
hours of Saturday.

T & 3w d& et # afaar v gae a oy aier g% & 73]

e Chennai’s Nungambakkam and Meenambakkam recorded 11.4 cm and 10.4 cm of
rainfall, respectively, till 5.30 p.m.

Aets & FerAaaHd IR AomeaFwd A A 11.4 T 3K 10.4 Fefer asf
Repis $r I8, a1 5:30 ot aF|

e Rain gauges and automatic weather stations at Thiruninravur (13 cm), Kolapakkam
(12 cm), Puducherry (10 cm), Tiruttani, Puzhal in Tiruvallur district, and Mailam in
Villupuram district recorded torrential rainfall, continuing till evening.

fRApfaegy (13 @dRfieR), Famasa (12 F8HR), gl (10 FAeR), favarh, gerger
(foaeey Torem) 3K Frere (Redquea forem) # awt Ay I57 3R Fenfaa Atasd w®eo=
H ol aier Reprs fr 718, S o I Tl W

e Chennai airport was shut down, and 226 flights were cancelled.
AeoA$ §ATE HIIT S W AT a1, 3R 226 331 Igg FX &1 TS|

o Another 20 flights due to arrive in Chennai were diverted to other airports, including as
far as Guwahati.

YeeT$ 37T dTell 20 e 33T GER §aT$ 3758l W diverted Y &1 915, Toi=fal I[ameTel deh
&1 33 enfAe o)

e The Airports Authority of India said the airport would remain closed till 4 a.m. on
Sunday.

HRAT §aT$ 37387 WITHIOT & gl & gars 3157 IAGR Gag 4 9 s sg G|
e Suburban train services between Chennai Beach and Velachery in the MRTS Section
were suspended from Saturday afternoon due to gale-force winds in the city.

UEX H ool gaT3l & HRUT dedAs a1 3R AR & &7 TANRATH JAFAT H 3TTIRT
¢eT Qart afear aget @ Acfad & & a8

e Services between Beach and Chengalpattu were affected as tracks were waterlogged
at Pallavaram station.

e 3R Yarergeg S §1T HT FAC GHIAT S FIh TeerawH FUA R b Tl F 81
AT &
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Anti-conversion
Bill to tackle ‘love

jihad’ in Rajasthan

IGS Paper i

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government in Rajas-
than on Saturday decided
to introduce a Bill in the
next session of the State
Assembly to prevent reli-
gious conversions carried
out “by force, fraud or in-
ducement”.

“The Bill will stop the in-
creasing instances of ‘love
jihad’ in certain areas of
Rajasthan,” Law Minister
Jogaram Patel said.

The decision was taken
at a State Cabinet meeting
which concluded in the
Chief Minister’s Office here
late in the evening. Mr. Pa-
tel told journalists after the
meeting that the ‘love ji-
had’ cases had assumed se-
riousness and were caus-
ing a great deal of concern
for the society at large.
“The government will pro-
mulgate an Ordinance be-
fore introducing the Bill to
curb this practice imme-
diately,” Mr. Patel said.

The phrase ‘love jihad’
has been floated by the rul-
ing BJP and its right-wing
affiliates to refer to Muslim

Family courts will be
empowered to nullif
such marriages, said
the Law Minister

men allegedly marrying
Hindu women in an at-
tempt to convert them to
Islam.

Asked if ‘love jihad’
would find a specific men-
tion in the Bill along with
its definition and penal
provisions, Mr. Patel said it
would be covered in the
provision for stopping the
marriage with the inten-
tion of converting a person
against the law.

“The family courts will
be empowered to declare
such marriages null and
void,” he said. The crimes
under the law would be
non-bailable and cognisa-
ble, punishable with impri-
sonment ranging from
three years to 10 years, he
added.

The Minister said the
“path-breaking legislation”
was being enacted in Rajas-
than after a comprehen-
sive study of similar laws in
force in other States.
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Anti-conversion Bill to tackle ‘love
jihad’ in Rajasthan

T # ‘o9 O @& Auea & o
AT faeht g

Rajasthan Government's Bill on Religious
Conversions

TSTEYTT WHR ST YATEIOT 1 Qg

o The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in Rajasthan
decided on Saturday to introduce a Bill in the next session of the
State Assembly to prevent religious conversions carried out “by
force, fraud, or inducement.”

HRAT SeTar 9rél (AT.51.91.) THR o TSAEYTT H AfAaR A T
AU & 3PTel IF H T QOIS 9 A w1 AT o, S
YHATAROT T "o, MIWTHSY, IT JAT" & GIRT Adhel & folT BT

o Law Minister Jogaram Patel said, "The Bill will stop the increasing
instances of ‘love jihad’ in certain areas of Rajasthan.”

hleleT FHAT ARMRIA G o el, "Ig [AUTeh TG & o &t
‘g g’ 1 Sedr gear3it S Jsham|”

¢ The decision was taken at a State Cabinet meeting, which
concluded at the Chief Minister’s Office late in the evening.

wﬁmwmmmﬁmw,ﬁ%maﬁw
a:amﬁmrafrwgé’l

After the meeting, Mr. Patel told journalists that ‘love jihad’ cases had become serious
and were causing great concern in society.

do& & 91, AT ¢ o TIPRI F Fgl & ‘oa g’ & A MR g 3w § 3Rk
AT 7 931 R=Kar der X @ §

Mr. Patel said the government would promulgate an Ordinance before introducing the
Bill to curb this practice immediately.

A g o el fh TWHR 7 JUT I R/ Aohel o AT [AOTH I Al A gl T

HEITEA SR FHIEN |

The phrase ‘love jihad’ has been used by the ruling BJP and its right-wing affiliates to
refer to Muslim men allegedly marrying Hindu women with the intention to convert

them to Islam.

‘aaq fgTe’ Usg T IUANT HaTwRe AL 3R 3H gfforadly weaifarat ganr fesar
T, S g AR e § B AR v Rig Al & adr Fva FariF 3
SEATH H YATAROT HIAT ST Fh |
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Reuters
NEW DELHI

Adani Group founder Gau-
tam Adani responded for
the first time on Saturday
to allegations by U.S. auth-
orities that he was part of a
$265-million bribery
scheme, saying that his
ports-to-power conglomer-
ate was committed to
“world-class  regulatory
compliance”.

The indictment is the se-
cond major crisis to hit Mr.
Adani in just two years,
sending shockwaves across
India and beyond. Andhra
Pradesh is reviewing a
power deal with the group,
France’s TotalEnergies de-
cided to pause its invest-
ments and a political row
over Mr. Adani has disrupt-
ed Parliament.

“Less than two weeks
back, we faced a set of alle-
gations from the U.S. about
compliance practices at
Adani Green Energy. This
is not the first time we have
faced such challenges,” Mr.
Adani said in a speech atan
awards ceremony in Jaipur.
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When asked if ‘love jihad’ would be specifically mentioned in the Bill with its definition
and penal provisions, Mr. Patel said it would be covered under the provision to stop
marriages intended for conversion against the law.

SId qBT I 6 1 ad g S [Adwe 7 sasd aRe 3R dsteAs grawrt &
a1y fafdse &0 @ Ioolf@d fhar SIeem, 4 9eoT o %l foh 38 Fefar F @ere
AR F 3527 ¥ Ramel # A& & graure 7 A fhar Sreem

Mr. Patel also said that family courts would be empowered to declare such marriages

null and void.

A e o Tg Y Fgr b IRAR FarTerdt H 8 Famr @ s HR g gt g
w4 &1 3SR fear S|

The crimes under this law would be non-bailable and cognisable, with punishments
ranging from three years to ten years in imprisonment.

$H @l & dad 39U IR-sTATdT 3R Fognisable g, 3R Fon e w1 & g9
ATl deh &7 g1 Fehal! &

Mr. Patel stated that this “path-breaking legislation” is being enacted in Rajasthan
after a comprehensive study of similar laws in force in other states.

A 9ol o gl [ g “UI-YGNF Fefet” AU H 31 Aodl H ol19] FAT Hsfeil
& SAIYF AT & §1G of19] a1 1 @l &

Commiitted to ‘world-class’
compliance, says Gautam

Adani on US. allegations

U.S. authorities have ac-

cused Mr. Adani, his ne-
phew and executive direc-
tor Sagar Adani, and
managing director of Ada-
ni Green Vneet S. Jaain of
being part of a scheme to
pay bribes to secure Indian
power supply contracts,
and misleading U.S. inves-
tors during fundraisings in
the country.

The group has denied
the allegations, describing
them as “baseless” and
vowing to seek “all possi-
ble legal recourse”.

“What I can tell you is
that every attack makes us
stronger and every obsta-
cle becomes a stepping
stone for a more resilient
Adani Group,” Mr. Adani

What I can tell
QQ you is that
every attack makes us
stronger and every
obstacle becomes
a stepping stone
for a more resilient
Adani Group
GAUTAM ADANI

said. “In today’s world, ne-
gativity spreads faster than
facts, and as we work
through the legal process,
want to re-confirm our ab-
solute commitment to
world-class regulatory
compliance,” he added.
Adani Group’s finance
chief on Friday rejected
the allegations, while the
Indian government said it
had not received any U.S.
request regarding the case.
At one point, Adani
Group’s listed companies
saw as much as $34 billion
wiped off from their com-
bined market value, but
the stocks have recovered
ground as some partners
and investors have rallied
behind the conglomerate.
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Committed to ‘world-class’
compliance, says Gautam Adani
on U.S. allegations

MaH e oF ARG 3T @@
FgT, 'FH feawad T &
foe gfdegy §

Adani Group Founder Responds to
Bribery Allegations

IS TAE F TEAIE o Rega@lt F IR )
gfafsear &

e Gautam Adani, the founder of Adani Group,
responded for the first time on Saturday to
allegations by U.S. authorities that he was part of a
$265-million bribery scheme, asserting that his
ports-to-power conglomerate was committed to
“world-class regulatory compliance.”

M 3rsTedl, ST T & HEATH, o AfAar &t
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AR rfwREY garT aenT v $265 AT Regaail & 3RHE W ggelr R
ufafsrar &, 75 Fed gu o 3o Méw-g-arat wop “fRa Tl framrs sreqaTera” &
gfa gfdeey #1

e The indictment is the second major crisis to hit Mr. Adani in just two years, sending
shockwaves across India and beyond.

I Y RIS haol & il H Aad sl & v @l 991 deve w2t &, 5a=

R 3R sHF SET gl HAT &Y B

o Andhra Pradesh is reviewing a power deal with the group, and France’s
TotalEnergies decided to pause its investments, while a political row over Mr. Adani
disrupted Parliament.

Y YA THE & AU Uk FaAl AHHAN HT FAGT I @7 g, B #r
TotalEnergies ¥ 319aY [t & TUfrg st &1 vy fo=m, saf arsel & @ears
T Tl 349 & @8 1 yanfad fam

o “Less than two weeks ago, we faced a set of allegations from the U.S. about
compliance practices at Adani Green Energy. This is not the first time we have faced
such challenges,” Mr. Adani said in a speech at an awards ceremony in Jaipur.

'R FEATE § FH AT 9, §H IARFT A I3l ey verslt A sreparerer afdamat & an
# 3RIGT 1 FHAT AT IST AT| T§ Tgoll SR Fg1 ¢ o &8 QAT Gellicrdl T AIHAT

AT T3T &, AT 37T A FARH Uh REPR FARIE H HWOT & §T e |

e U.S. authorities have accused Mr. Adani, his nephew and executive director Sagar
Adani, and the managing director of Adani Green, Vneet S. Jaain, of being part of a
scheme to pay bribes to secure Indian power supply contracts and misleading U.S.
investors during fundraisings in the country.

IARSY FAFNGT 7 A 386N, 306 A AR FRF AEUF PR 386, 3R e
AT & gaer faRers aefla vd. Sl W 3RIY 9 § fo & 3R el 3mqfe
3FIetl T ITed Fed & T Read & i deter a1 e & 3R aaRer st
& H U e F AR g R

e The group has denied the allegations, describing them as “baseless” and vowing to
seek “all possible legal recourse.”

THE A 3T RN HT TsoI FIA §U 3o "Sfarre” gl 3R el T g SO
$Lel T hod foldT|

o “What I can tell you is that every attack makes us stronger and every obstacle becomes
a stepping stone for a more resilient Adani Group,” Mr. Adani said.

el STl WHE & ToIU heH Sl T AIEe §of STl §," A STl o gl

o ‘“Intoday’s world, negativity spreads faster than facts, and as we work through the legal
process, | want to re-confirm our absolute commitment to world-class **regulatory
compliance,” he added.

"ITST T giAar H, AFRIcHSAT d2d & Aot hercll 8, 3R S1d §H Hlefelt Tfham & R
W 8 ar # gand faeg waliwr T srequreret & 9fa @ wfdecear & e aqee
AT G §," Jegied STl
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Adani Group’s finance chief on Friday rejected the allegations, while the Indian
government said it had not received any U.S. request regarding the case.

IS WA F R Y@ 1 YHAR FT AT FT T o, STafeh TRAT THR A Fel
%ﬁsumﬁ%aﬁﬁaﬁéaﬁﬁﬁagﬂvwaﬁgm%l

At one point, Adani Group’s listed companies saw as much as $34 billion wiped off
from their combined market value, but the stocks have recovered as some partners and
investors have rallied behind the conglomerate.

Tsh GAT H, HEE g A gy Ul 1 @70 T9R 7T 4 $34 Rfowwr @
mﬁmmﬁﬁ,aﬁmmﬁwﬁw@T%a@ﬁ%@maﬂT
e g & 9> @3 & 9w g
Seed Congress resolves to
promote biofortified crops

The meeting also discussed climate-resilient practices to minimise the input costs involved in

farming and importance of policy frameworks in the seeds sector;, including a new Seeds Bill

|GS Paper llI: Agriculture

A.M. Jigeesh
VARANASI

cientists, policymak-
S ers and industry re-

presentatives who
participated in the 13th edi-
tion of the three-day Na-
tional Seed Congress
(NSC), which concluded
here on Saturday, resolved
to work more on innova-
tive seed technologies for
farmers in the country.
The focus will be on hybrid
and Dbiofortified crops,
stress-tolerant  varieties,
and accelerated breeding
cycles.

The meeting also dis-
cussed  climate-resilient
practices, including direct
seeded rice and zero til-
lage, to minimise the input
costs involved in farming.
The NSC also deliberated
on the importance of poli-
cy frameworks in the seeds
sector, including a new
Seeds Bill, and enhancing
seed entrepreneurship,
improving supply chains,
and building capacity
among farmers. The meet-
ing prescribed public-priv-
ate partnerships in the sec-
tor to promote sustainable

seed production and
distribution.
The theme of this year’s

NSC is “Innovating for a
sustainable seed ecosys-
tem”, and more than 700

Way forward: Scientists and policymakers have sought more focus on hybrid and biofortified crops,

stress-tolerant varieties, and accelerated breeding cycles to improve productivity. FILE PHOTO

delegates from India and
abroad participated in the
discussions.

At the closing ceremo-
ny, Dinesh Pratap Singh,
Uttar Pradesh Minister of
State for Horticulture,
Agriculture ~ Marketing,
Agriculture Foreign Trade,
and Agriculture Export,
said the deliberations and
recommendations  from
the NSC would act as a
blueprint for strengthen-
ing U.P’s seed systems, and
make the State a hub for
quality seed production.

“With the right strate-
gies, we can empower
farmers by providing them
access to better quality

seeds, including hybrids,
biofortified crops, and ve-
getable seeds, which will
boost productivity and
profitability,” he said, ad-
ding that discussions on
developing seed parks, en-
hancing  public-private
partnerships, and empo-
wering farmers as seed en-
trepreneurs were encou-
raging. “The outcomes of
these deliberations will be
implemented with the full
support of the State go-
vernment to ensure food
security, economic
growth, and the welfare of
our farmers,” he said.
Yvonne Pinto, Director
General of the Internation-

al Rice Research Institute
(IRRI), said the challenges
posed by climate change,
malnutrition, and food in-
security required collec-
tive action, and events
such as the NSC provided
the foundation for trans-
formative solutions.

The event was jointly or-
ganised by the Union Agri-
culture Ministry and the
IRRI. Dr. Pinto said the in-
tegration of biofortified
rice into school nutrition
programmes, the promo-
tion of hybrid varieties,
and the adoption of cli-
mate-resilient  practices
were steps in the right di-
rection.

Seed Congress
resolves to promote
biofortified crops

disr FEIT o Sia-
BIfChIEs Bl Hl
dgIar & & HHeq
o

The meeting also
discussed climate-
resilient practices to
minimise the input costs
involved in farming and
importance of policy
frameworks in the seeds
sector, including a new
Seeds Bill

do% # @t # anfder
gIYe AN FT FH HIA
¥ faT Searg-erder alit
3R dier & & sAfdera

S & Agcad W Y ==t fr 71, WA v aJur fier Ay off eanfaa @
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13th National Seed Congress Concludes
1381 TSAT AT FET TFTed g3m

e Scientists, policymakers, and industry representatives who participated in the 13th
edition of the three-day National Seed Congress (NSC), which concluded on
Saturday, resolved to work more on innovative seed technologies for farmers in the
country.

denfas), Afy PuRet st seer st s o 1348 7 fis FEFm (NsC) 7
31T form, S AfeiaR 7 FATCT g3, Iegiad g o fhamat & fow ag fier slezfafeat

W 3¥F HTH F FT ooy 1%1‘<’JITI

e The focus will be on hybrid and biofortified crops, stress-tolerant varieties, and
accelerated breeding cycles.

e higd fFar sreen gefas 3R swRwEs vl dae ggada fFeal ik
afRa g I T

e The meeting also discussed climate-resilient practices, including direct seeded rice
and zero tillage, to minimise the input costs involved in farming.

o H Srerarg-erdiel Tt 9¥ o == Y S, [T wewat ST amaw 3R T Jar$
AT 8, aifeh ¥ & nfAe omrat s sgaads & s aeh|
e The NSC also deliberated on the importance of policy frameworks in the seeds

sector, including a new Seeds Bill, and enhancing seed entrepreneurship, improving
supply chains, and building capacity among farmers.

NSC = dis 89 & Aifdera gl & Fgcg W o g1 o, Tod e Far dfis Rewsw, s
3SITAAT ! Ferar =T, Iqfed S@en3it & Gurar IR framet 7 arrar fasfor enfae
gl

e The meeting prescribed public-private partnerships in the sector to promote
sustainable seed production and distribution.

9o H 3T 89 H Aideifad-fasil HPENERT S RAHMRer $r 715 dife dad disr Icarea
3R faaRor Y sorar f&r o I

e The theme of this year's NSC is “Innovating for a sustainable seed ecosystem,” and
more than 700 delegates from India and abroad participated in the discussions.

9 dY &I NSC &7 [awy "gad st qiRfPyfad a9 & v damr §, 31 aRa 3R
faget & 700 ¥ fF wfaf@fr =it & amwr o=

e Atthe closing ceremony, Dinesh Pratap Singh, Uttar Pradesh Minister of State for
Horticulture, Agriculture Marketing, Agriculture Foreign Trade, and Agriculture
Export, said the deliberations and recommendations from the NSC would act as a
blueprint for strengthening U.P.’s seed systems, and make the State a hub for quality
seed production.

At FARE A fewver wara g, 3w waor & o #:t (Semifae, $iy fauvr, iy
faeer saaR AR Y &2hd), o @gr f& NSC & e ==iv 3 FAwIRe 3av gewr &
@i yonfert 1 AT T F AT twsfic F &7 A FF FE0, AR To7 @+
IoTaer dIST 3cUTgeT T e S=Teal|
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o “With the right strategies, we can empower farmers by providing them access to better
guality seeds, including hybrids, biofortified crops, and vegetable seeds, which will
boost productivity and profitability,” he said, adding that discussions on developing
seed parks, enhancing public-private partnerships, and empowering farmers as seed
entrepreneurs were encouraging.

“HE (0N & A1, g el &l 9ga¥ oraar arel e, e asfas,
TRTPIEPES BT, 3R et dier enfaer &, I qg’u UGldd dleh 3og TAFd AT Hobdl
g, Sl ScaTgehdT 3R FATHIGAT sl FGIaT SoTT,” 3ogiel ahel, 3N I SisT o dier urdh
farfaa wte, araafas-fash smhied 1 ggrar & 3R fraet & fis seafAais &9

H ged 94 W IAT0 3caTgoteis ATl

o “The outcomes of these deliberations will be implemented with the full support of the
State government to ensure food security, economic growth, and the welfare of our
farmers,” he said.

‘5o T3 & ARUMAT T [T WEFR & 07 FAST @ o] fhar Sreen arfes @em
e, 3w e 3R eAR e 6 sens giafaa & o w3 Fe

e Yvonne Pinto, Director General of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI),
said the challenges posed by climate change, malnutrition, and food insecurity
required collective action, and events such as the NSC provided the foundation for
transformative solutions.

Fate e, AWy aad HTHYUT GEAE (IRRI) H7 AgTleicedd, o Fgl & stearyg
gREe, FAYOT 3R WIeF YR @RI 3Tl elliardl & e angfesd wRars H
3TIIHAT §, IR NSC S FIsha IRadF AU & v Hid e d gl

e The event was jointly organised by the Union Agriculture Ministry and the IRRI. Dr.
Pinto said the integration of biofortified rice into school nutrition programmes, the
promotion of hybrid varieties, and the adoption of climate-resilient practices were
steps in the right direction.

$H FRHH FI ISl TIFd T T HT F F=rerd 3K IRRI g@RT &Har arr o)
sl fier o &gl o SRBIEHISS A1aer ol Thel WYUT FIRHAT A ATA AT, Fsfas
freat 1 dorar o, 3R STerarg-erdel TUIHt AT AT HEY R H A |
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Cuttack hospital likely to be
a one-stop centre for sickle
cell anaemia treatment

|GS Paper Ill; S&T
Satyasundar

BHUBANESWAR

A team from the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UN-
ICEF) visited the Haematol-
ogy Department at SCB
Medical College, Cuttack,
to assess its potential for
development as a one-stop
centre for the treatment of
sickle cell anaemia.

Odisha leads the coun-
try in the prevalence of
sickle cell disease, with
89,329 individuals diag-
nosed from 47,62,739
screenings, translating to a
disease rate of 1.88%. This
is significantly higher than
the national average of
0.38%. The State also tops
the list in the number of
carriers, with 3,66,289 in-
dividuals, representing
7.69% of the population.

As per areply furnished
by Union Health and Fami-
ly Welfare Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda on Friday

QOdisha is among the
States most affected
by the disease in
India, with 89,329
individuals diagnosed

in the Lok Sabha, the Na-
tional Sickle Cell Anaemia
Elimination Mission
(NSCAEM) was launched in
2023 and a total of
4,75,42,776 people, includ-
ing 1,98,62,568 in the tri-
bal-dominated areas of 17
identified States, have
been screened.

Skill training

“A one-stop centre for sick-
le cell treatment will be es-
tablished at SCB Medical
College Hospital, offering
comprehensive care under
one roof. The centre will
be equipped with essential
medical equipment, and
staff will undergo special-
ised training to enhance

their skills. It will provide a
range of services, includ-
ing patient care, diagnostic
testing, ICU facilities, dedi-
cated wards, and on-site
medicine distribution, en-
suring holistic and stream-
lined treatment,” said R.K.
Jena, a professor of Haema-
tology of SCB Medical Col-
lege.

The UNICEF team and a
team from the National
Health Mission jointly visit-
ed SCB Medical College
Hospital and inspected the
infrastructure of the Hae-
matology Department lab-
oratory, day care centre,
ward, bone marrow tran-
splant centre, and Gynae-
cology Department.

“The Haematology De-
partment of SCB Medical
College Hospital, which
has been declared a Center
of Competence, is con-
ducting treatment, study
and research on blood dis-
eases,” said Prof. Jena.
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Cuttack hospital likely

to be a one-stop centre
for sickle cell anaemia

treatment

Hecdh JTIATd Adher AT
TAITAGT 3TaR & faw
gel-¥eiq Hex dedet HY
TG &

UNICEF Team Visits SCB

Medical College for Sickle Cell
Anaemia Treatment

A% & F1 SCB ARFA Fider &7
ghr, Rea a9 Tehfda 3R & [Aw

. A team from the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) visited the
Haematology Department at SCB
Medical College, Cuttack, to assess its

potential for development as a one-stop centre for the treatment of sickle cell
anaemia.

UIFT TE a1 FIY (FRAF) H v EF SCB AT Ficker, FeF & gHCIATS FasTeT
& R A TS, aifes Tg FAediasT fahar ST &% 6 38 Rda a4 wiffar & gelrar
& fou whiga Fa s &7 7 F8 [Ffad Far o aar

e Odisha leads the country in the prevalence of sickle cell disease, with 89,329
individuals diagnosed from 47,62,739 screenings, translating to a disease rate of
1.88%. This is significantly higher than the national average of 0.38%.

AN e A RAFa T T F Yo A oA AW g, STeT 89,329 safFadi &1 gt
47,62,739 TTIaT 7 g3 &, TS 91 X 1.88% S=icly &1 Tg TG 3iaad 0.38% &
HThr AF gl

e The State also tops the list in the number of carriers, with 3,66,289 individuals,
representing 7.69% of the population.

T FR3 A g&ar 7 oy ggesr TUT WX §, 87 3,66,289 ATFT &, AT 7.69% FTEEAT

F gfafafeg Fa g

e As per areply furnished by Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Jagat Prakash
Nadda on Friday in the Lok Sabha, the National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination
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Mission (NSCAEM) was launched in 2023 and a total of 4,75,42,776 people, including
1,98,62,568 in the tribal-dominated areas of 17 identified States, have been
screened.

Y FeeT IR IRAR FeA1or Fll SITd IHRM 7Z8T SaRT YHAR F AFasn & T
T a1 & AR, T Ahel A TR Seqelet AT (NSCAEM) T e37Td
2023 F T 915 AT 3R Fel 4,75,42,776 AT, TSI 17 GgdIal T AT & Hfeard-
W aTel &1 # 1,98,62,568 AT ATTAST §, T Fhifeiar &1 a1$ g

Skill Training for Sickle Cell Treatment
RFa I 3UIR & fav sierer gfdamor

A one-stop centre for sickle cell treatment will be established at SCB Medical College
Hospital, offering comprehensive care under one roof.

SCB AT e IEqarel # [dhel AT ITAR & AU Uk vdhigrar &g wu1fia o
ST, S Uk &1 ©d & &ird WFqul S@HT YTel |

The centre will be equipped with essential medical equipment, and staff will undergo
specialised training to enhance their skills.

Fg H 3MaTF FRATFHT IYHIOT 3TsY gidr, 3R TTH T 3T HIAA Pl TG & [T
ey gfretor fear smwam|

It will provide a range of services, including patient care, diagnostic testing, ICU
facilities, dedicated wards, and on-site medicine distribution, ensuring holistic and
streamlined treatment.

g S ThN HT FAIU eTel e, foi=ra Wl Swerrer, faerer adieror, ICU giawne, fedy

ars, 3R ¥oe 9T ganst 1 fFawer anffer §, fowd weget sk gewafya swEr
At gl

R.K. Jena, a professor of Haematology at SCB Medical College, mentioned that the
centre would provide holistic care for sickle cell anaemia.

SCB Af3®e FiasT & AT 3T & e 3IRF. I FaT F T§ Fg bl
Aol TR & oI Foqor @I JeleT |

Inspection by UNICEF and National Health Mission Teams
Union Finance Minister Distributes Loans in Bihar

FT A & F R & wor JAala Fo

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Saturday distributed loans amounting
to ¥1,121 crore to 50,294 beneficiaries during the Credit Outreach Programme in
Madhubani district of Bihar.

Frr fam #f foetar daraor 2 afaar # fer & Ay S 7 #f3e smseda
FRGH & R T1,121 FUS F 50,294 ATHIRAT AT FoT faaRa o

Addressing the gathering at Lalit Karpoori Stadium in Jhanjharpur, Ms. Sitharaman
said women would play an important role in achieving the goal of a developed India by
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2047.
Wﬁmmﬁmﬁﬂmﬁmﬁwﬁ@,mmﬁm%

AfAT 2047 aF TF RFRAT IRAT F 8T H IIed el H Hgeaqun AT fosmdan|

She said the government had started the Drone Didi scheme for self-help groups
(SHGs), which would help in making Lakhpati didis, an SHG member, whose annual
household income is more than %1 lakh.

37giot gl foh TR o F94 FEAAT WIHGT (SHGs) & T g et Aaretr & &7 &, 5
ar@qfa At 1 s F A HEM, S U SHG Wewd &, forash aiffe =R amr
¥ a@ ¥ AUE g

"The Prime Minister’s dream is that India’s development should be led by women,"
she said.

"TUTTHAT BT WO § o R & e AfRemsit & dqgea 7 &, 35 Fel

"Prime Minister Narendra ji says that there should be a Lakhpati didi in every village of
the country. For this, the banks are doing whatever work they have to do. Women
are being given financial assistance and training through every self-help group. |
request everyone to become part of the schemes launched by the Government of India
through the banks and take advantage of them so that everyone can become more
capable," Ms. Sitharaman said.

"TUTAHAT oG SiT FEd & [ S & g T H Uh ar@YIfa ) gl aAfgv| sq% fow
3% 3ua F F W @ & Aot F Ay gerrar ik 9fator &7 a9 ggan
Hg & ATA F eI S T gl A Tl @ IRy R g R I S F AegAm @
TIHN ST Y& &N IS A3t &1 fGewr a7 3R 3 ot 3010 aifes &8 +18
31T G&TH g Foh," AAD HdARATT o7 Fgl|

Schemes for Loan Sanction
%01 FFfa & faw deeme

Website: patrioticias.in
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The schemes under which loan sanction letters were issued include PM MUDRA,
PMEGP, Kisan Credit Card (Crop), KCC (Animal Husbandry & Fisheries), Stand Up
India, PM-SVANidhi, and PM Vishwakarma.

TSIt A3 & TeT RHOT Fdihfad 9 ST fhT 91T, 3737 PM MUDRA, PMEGP, f&aTe
3T FE (FHA), KCC (TYUTA AR AT Teler), ¥3 79 3341, PM-SVANidhi, 3R
PM faeasat anfaer €1

Apart from these, loan sanction letters for retail sector, MSMEs, SHGs, and farmers
were also disbursed.

geteh 37cral, R {FeT, MSMES, SHGs, 3R framel & T off wor wdipfd o7 faaRka

fpU U]

The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) and the Small
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) announced approval of more than
¥155.84 crore and ¥75.52 lakh, respectively, for various rural road projects.

s F 3 aneior Re 3F (NABARD) 3R w1, oy 3t sewsr se@or R
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dF (SIDBI) & RAffe Irefor s AR & AT 155.84 F08 31K ¥75.52 @ &
e i A Fr awom $H

|IGS Paper IlI: S&T |

Common heart valve disease
linked to insulin resistance

A large population study indicates that insulin
resistance may be an important risk factor for the
development of heart valve disease — aortic
stenosis. Data from over 10,100 Finnish men aged
45 to 73 years old, all initially free of aortic
stenosis were analysed. After an average
follow-up period of 10.8 years, 116 men (1.1%)
were diagnosed with aortic stenosis. Several
biomarkers related to insulin resistance (fasting
insulin, proinsulin, and serum C-peptide) were
associated with increased aortic stenosis risk.

Taeoiyor foham amm|

Common heart valve disease linked
to insulin resistance

A T dled AT YA qfekier &

Insulin Resistance and Heart Valve Disease
sgfoe Yoy 3k geT areq W

e Alarge population study indicates that insulin resistance
may be an important risk factor for the development of heart
valve disease, specifically aortic stenosis.

Teh §9 SIAHEHT eI § Ul ForeTr ¢ T ggfae Woredw
&g dred AT, [y &7 § w3ifesd weAffwF faew & v
T FAgeaqul SIfE@HA HR& & Fohell gl

. Data from over 10,100 Finnish men aged 45 to 73 years
old, all initially free of aortic stenosis, were analyzed.

10,100 ¥ ftrF frerdls & qeWi & Scr, foieht 37 45 @ 73 %
& o of 3R S RIN # UHIES TATAT § Hod o, 1

o After an average follow-up period of 10.8 years, 116 men (1.1%) were diagnosed with

aortic stenosis.

10.8 @t & 3 BIc-31T AT & dTe, 116 TIEI (1.1%) HT THICH TAaa &

GG g3l

o Several biomarkers related to insulin resistance (such as fasting insulin,
proinsulin, and serum C-peptide) were associated with increased aortic stenosis

risk.

sgfae IIEw @ Gafd g TRATHH (S Wi i, Nggfae, 3k @i -
Yeerss) wiféew AT M@ d gefor @ F&fa aw )
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Launchmg seeds

[GS Paper IlI: S&T

How does the squirting
cucumber squirt?

The squirting cucumber
(Ecballium elaterium) is
named for the ballistic
method the species uses to
disperse its seeds. When
ripe, the fruits detach from
the stem and eject the
seeds explosively in a
high-pressure jet of
mucilage. Through
mathematical models and
by conducting a variety of
experiments, researchers
have elucidated the key
components of the plant’s
dispersal strategy. In the
weeks leading up to seed
dispersal, the fruits
become highly pressurised
due to a build-up of
mucilaginous fluid. In the
days before dispersal,

some of this fluid is
redistributed from fruit to
stem, making the stem
longer, thicker, and stiffer.
This causes the fruit to
rotate from being nearly
vertical to an angle close to
45 degrees, a key element
needed for successful seed
launch. In the first
hundreds of microseconds
of ejection, the tip of the
stem recoils away from the
fruit, causing the fruit to
counter-rotate in the
opposite direction. Due to
the components above,
the seeds are ejected with
an exit speed and launch
angle that depend on their
sequence.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in
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Launching seeds

der galra &3

Squirting Cucumber Seed Dispersal

. The squirting cucumber (Ecballium elaterium) is
named for its ballistic method of seed dispersal.

feufeer Fg@er (Ecballium elaterium) &1 sa dfafees
TF & i o & FROT F13 f&=7r =21 gl

. When ripe, the fruits detach from the stem and
eject the seeds explosively in a high-pressure jet of
mucilage.

S Hel 9 Sd &, dl ddel & AT g I & 3R fi=t
#I fATPlesd T @ 3T ao1a arell 7T H ar A
e g

. Mathematical models and various experiments
have helped researchers elucidate the key components

of the plant’s dispersal strategy.

Ao Aizer 3R fafdest gl & AMererdiait 1 qidr i hema IoENfa & BT Tedl A

TISC A H A T &l
¢ In the weeks leading up to seed dispersal, the fruits become highly pressurised due to a
build-up of mucilaginous fluid.

SIS helel & FCATEl H, ol FLHASTAH & & WG $ HROT HAF gard H 37 S

gl

¢ In the days before dispersal, some of this fluid is redistributed from the fruit to the stem,
making the stem longer, thicker, and stiffer.

tholta & 9gel & folt 1, 50 &7 & $o EA & § a1 7 JAIART g o1el &,
e T d, Ater, 3R FOR g S &

e This redistribution causes the fruit to rotate from nearly vertical to an angle close to 45
degrees, which is a key element for successful seed launch.

$H YATARUT & HROT Bl 1T 45 fFaft & 0T T @e1 81 Sirer &, S dhel et
gfaTqor & fav Teh Agcaqol dcd Bl

e Inthe first hundreds of microseconds of ejection, the tip of the stem recoils, causing
the fruit to counter-rotate in the opposite direction.

JTaIIuT & Ugo Akl ABHNSS H, a7 1 T fiy #ir 3R diued &, 599 v
fudia feem & FEeI-RT & AT ¢

e Due to these components, the seeds are ejected with an exit speed and launch angle
that depend on their sequence.
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What will be the fallout of Bangladesh events?

Why was Chinmoy Krishna Das arrested? What has been the impact on the ground? Has ISKCON

distanced itself from the incidents? How has the Yunus government responded? Will it have an

effect on border States?

[GS Paper II: India-Bangladesh Relations |

Kallol Bhattacherjee

The story so far:
n November 25, Chinmoy Krishna
Das, spokesperson of the Bangladesh
Sammilito Sanatani Jagaran Jote, an
umbrella group of minority religious
communities, was arrested in Dhaka en route to
Chittagong. He was sent to police custody after
being charged with sedition over alleged
disrespect of the national flag of Bangladesh
during a rally on October 25.

What followed the arrest?

Clashes erupted resulting in the death of a
government law officer. Communal incidents,
including desecration of three temples in the
region, were reported as rumours spread that
the lawyer was killed by supporters of the
Vaishnavite monk. More than 18 individuals have
been arrested on charges of rioting and for the
murder of the assistant public prosecutor.

What are the charges against Das?

Das is a former leader of Pundarik Dham, a
religious centre in Chittagong known for the
worship of Sri Krishna and Lord Jagannath.
Pundarik is also a centre for the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON),
and Das was associated with the organisation till
recently. He rose into prominence after the fall
of the Sheikh Hasina government on August 5, as
reports of attacks on the minority communities
and Sufi shrines spread. He held three major
rallies in Dhaka, Chittagong and Rangpur,
delivering fiery speeches in support of minority
rights. His stature grew with many political
leaders calling on him. The case against him was
filed by former local BNP leader Firoze Khan

Minorities
have
expressed
concern
that the
Yunus
government
may drop
the word
‘secularism’
from the
Constitution

In rage: Police personnel baton -charge protestang supporters of Chinmoy
Krishna Das in Chittagong on November 26. AFP
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who alleged that during a rally in Chittagong, a
saffron flag was raised higher than the
Bangladesh national flag, which has been
interpreted as an insult.

Who are leaders of minority communities?
Bangladesh has an ancient Hindu and Buddhist
population, and in recent decades has also
acquired a thriving Christian community. These
groups mobilised in the backdrop of years of
military rule. When Khaleda Zia became the
Prime Minister in 1991, the minorities gathered
under the Bangladesh Hindu Bouddho Christian
Oikyo Parishad (BHBCOP). According to
Monindra Kumar Nath, who is the public face of
the group, incidents of discrimination and
atrocities against Hindus, Buddhists and other
religious communities have been increasing over
the years. Despite repeated pleas, neither the
Hasina government, nor the governments prior
to that, were able to help. This has created a
sense of frustration among the younger
members of the communities, creating space for
leaders like Das.

What is ISKCON Bangladesh’s stand?

In a press conference on November 28, the
Secretary-General of Bangladesh ISKCON, Charu
Chandra Das, said that several activist monks of
ISKCON including Chinmoy Krishna Das had
been removed from their positions. “It was
clearly stated that their actions are not
representative of ISKCON,” Charu Chandra Das
said. He also said that connecting ISKCON as an
organisation with the murder of the assistant
public prosecutor was “wrong”. He said: “We
want to make it clear that ISKCON Bangladesh
has no involvement in this tragic event.”

What is happening in the border States?
ISKCON, which is based in West Bengal’s
Mayapur, has a large support base in West
Bengal, and Tripura, and followers of the
organisation have been agitating about the
threats to the organisation in Bangladesh.
Protesters held a demonstration outside the
Bangladesh Assistant High Commission in
Agartala, protesting against the attacks on
Chakmas in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. On
Thursday, a similar but more aggressive scene
was witnessed outside the Deputy High
Commission of Bangladesh in Kolkata where a
large crowd of protesters burnt an effigy of
Muhammad Yunus, Chief Adviser of the interim
government of Bangladesh.

The communal tension and online exchange
between the majority and minority
communities have added to concerns about a
possible exodus of minority communities of

SPATRIOTICIAS

Bangladesh to bordering States.

What has been the government’s response?
Mr. Yunus stresses that his government is led by
activists and human rights advocates who have a
clean record and, are therefore, not part of any
plot to discriminate against minority groups. But
on the ground, there are often instances of
attacks against temples and places of worship.
This is partly also happening because the
government has not managed to restore law and
order and bring agencies under control to
maintain peace and harmony in a plural society.
The BHBCOP has expressed concern about the
Yunus government’s intentions, especially
because of a push for ‘reforms’. As part of
constitutional reforms, the Attorney General of
the interim government, Md Asaduzzaman, has
taken up the validity of the 15th amendment of
the Bangladesh Constitution of 2011 that
re-inserted ‘secularism’ in the statute.
‘Secularism’ was first incorporated in the
Bangladesh Constitution in 1972. While arguing
the case as part of the Yunus government’s
reform agenda, Mr. Asaduzzaman drew
attention to the demography of the country,
saying that “socialism and secularism do not
reflect the realities of a nation where 90% of the
population is Muslim.” These remarks were
taken as a sign that the government is keen to
dismantle Bangladesh’s secular constitution.

What about India-Bangladesh ties?

The interim Yunus government has been widely
perceived as a setback for India’s Bangladesh
policy as Ms. Hasina had warm ties with India.
Bangladesh has been critical of the former Prime
Minister being harboured on Indian soil, and
earlier this week Ms. Hasina made a scathing
statement about the Yunus government which
was widely publicised. Ms. Hasina’s verbal attack
blew away the careful silence of the Indian
government about her presence in India. India
maintains a formal policy of non-intervention in
foreign affairs and expects the same from
partner countries. But with Ms. Hasina
becoming vocal — while in exile in India — has
added to India’s diplomatic baggage, with
sources indicating that it is not in a position to
openly support or oppose any of the actions that
she may resort to. That apart, many
India-backed projects have taken a hit. An Adani
Group power project involving export of power
generated at its Godda power plant has been
placed under review; a consultancy agency will
be hired soon to evaluate the feasibility of the
project, the interim Bangladesh government has
said. The turn of events has added to the interim
government’s internal problems. It faces an
uncertain future as it is well-known that Mr.
Yunus and Donald Trump do not share cordial
personal ties. That apart, Jamaat-e-Islami, the
third largest political formation and an avowed
anti-India party that was banned by Ms. Hasina,
has become internationally active.

+
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What will be the fallout of Bangladesh events?

dITATS T gSAT3N ST IRUMA F4A1 Fem?

Why was Chinmoy Krishna Das arrested? What has been the impact
on the ground? Has ISKCON distanced itself from the incidents? How
has the Yunus government responded? Will it have an effect on
border States?

Rewa Foor g F FA PRear fFar e Sl TR o gaa F=4
YHIT 93T 82 FIT SEHA o $a1 "SAA & T P 3T X fordm 82 Toqd
TR o 50 W FAT yiafhar & &2 Fa1 sqa1 HAEd! T3t | FiS
qHTT ISIMM?

Arrest of Chinmoy Krishna Das
Reag Foor g A1 TREarT

e On November 25, Chinmoy Krishna Das, spokesperson of the Bangladesh
Sammilito Sanatani Jagaran Jote, was arrested in Dhaka while en route to
Chittagong.

25 sTqe I, RAHAT FT G, IEARY FIFATAT FeATdell SRV S & Jaerdl, STt H
RramTe ST @7 REaIR e Tw|

e He was arrested after being charged with sedition for allegedly disrespecting the
Bangladesh national flag during a rally on October 25.

3ot TSalg & 3T # TREAR fHar aar ar, 3ife 3 W 25 FFea & Uh Yol &
NI SiTeIeer TSET €ael T TTAT F HT IRT 27

Clashes and Consequences
Y 3 gRom

o Clashes erupted following the arrest, leading to the death of a government law officer.

FRFaRT & a1g o154 #i5% 381, foras TRuTAEawT 0 St Fea e #F g
g S|

e Communal incidents, including the desecration of three temples, were reported as
rumors spread that the lawyer was killed by supporters of the Vaishnavite monk.

YIS "geae, [ N AT 1 3r9aArT s enfAer or, Fr RAéE 318 F4ifew
3t thet I1E fF el T gcar dsorG T & THAFT o F

e More than 18 individuals have been arrested for rioting and the murder of the
assistant public prosecutor.
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18 ¥ I¥F IfFaaY I & 31X Hegsd e ARATH & g7 & T H TREAR
forar arar gl

Charges Against Chinmoy Krishna Das
Rea7 F7 g9 & @ad IR

Das is a former leader of Pundarik Dham, a religious center in Chittagong, known for
the worship of Sri Krishna and Lord Jagannath.

o Y& aTH & v g AT §, S Raweiie 7 Ry vw aifie dw ¢, S A Feor i
AT AT T o & o gfdgy &

Pundarik Dham is also a center for the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON), with which Das was associated until recently.

YsRer UTH FAWRTSET FE0T AT FATS (ISKCON) &7 81 &g 8, 3N a1 8T oh 3d
I 4 I3 U

Das gained prominence after the fall of the Sheikh Hasina government on August 5,
following reports of attacks on minority communities.

I 1 5 I T AG AT THR & TR & a1 gH7@dr [Ad, Se scuaeas
el ) gHal i R g

He held three major rallies in Dhaka, Chittagong, and Rangpur, delivering fiery
speeches in support of minority rights.

& FHYT H It HIVOT o)

The case against Das was filed by Firoze Khan, a former local BNP leader, who alleged
that during a rally in Chittagong, a saffron flag was raised higher than the Bangladesh
national flag, which was interpreted as an insult.

a & & ATHET ST @ GaRT &l fohar arm o, St U T et S
g, oegisr 3T oemar & Reammg & v or & R, FARIAT east 1 e IS
egel ¥ W 31T AT AT, fo AT & & H FHSAT 31347

Leaders of Minority Communities in Bangladesh
AR H HeUHEAF HACHT F Adm
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Bangladesh has an ancient Hindu and Buddhist population, and in recent decades, a
thriving Christian community has also emerged.

SEeeer # ureier g 3R sy SoaEar § 3R g1 & el # Th HuoT $UTE WA
s 39T B

These groups mobilized in the backdrop of years of military rule.

¥ THE A7 AWA & aW & qeeHA H wIrfed gu Al

When Khaleda Zia became the Prime Minister in 1991, minorities gathered under the
Bangladesh Hindu Bouddho Christian Oikyo Parishad (BHBCOP).
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i @iferer form 1991 & werers= 5611, af 3cuaeys ey g diqy fFiRawe wwar

aRwg (BHBCOP) & dgd Teholc gul

e According to Monindra Kumar Nath, the public face of the group, incidents of
discrimination and atrocities against Hindus, Buddhists, and other religious
communities have been increasing over the years.

Aiflg FAR A, ST 58 THE & Aldolioin de0 8, H AR ant & digema AR g,
dicy, 3R 37 uiffie woerl & e JUadr & A 9

o Despite repeated pleas, neither the Hasina government, nor the governments before it,
were able to help.

TR-ER T A3t & drasig, 7l e @R, AR T & 388 ugd T G, Aeg
A H TEA G

e This has led to a sense of frustration among the younger members of the communities,
creating space for leaders like Chinmoy Krishna Das.

SHA FHETT & gar3il A R @1 Al & & §, fSwd fewy Feor g s
A3t & foT S & B

ISKCON Bangladesh's Stand
ISKCON S9eTger &1 &

e In a press conference on November 28, Charu Chandra Das, the Secretary-General
of Bangladesh ISKCON, stated that several activist monks, including Chinmoy
Krishna Das, had been removed from their positions.

28 SAGEX I Ueh O Hishd H, TI¥ UG R, TG ISKCON & TfRg-steiel, = el
f& & Hrihd dall, fSas e For g o Al g, 1 3o vl & ger fear amn
gl

e Charu Chandra Das clarified that the actions of these monks were not representative
of ISKCON.

I Tg o o TIsC fhar fF 7 Hal $r SRasar ISKCON &1 yfafafca ad w3
gl

e He also stated that connecting ISKCON as an organization with the murder of the
assistant public prosecutor was wrong.

3ogiel Ig T $gl & ISKCON &I Teh TISA & T H g ddish RIS hr gar

T SIS Ireld AT

e Charu Chandra Das emphasized, "We want to make it clear that ISKCON Bangladesh
has no involvement in this tragic event."

e Tg ST o Hel, "§H Ig TISC diell °gcl & foh ISKCON AT T 38 gEe
g A HIS HEr e gl

What is happening in the border States?

d@YAT Tsat 7 F4T @ @I 8
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e ISKCON, based in Mayapur, West Bengal, has a large support base in West Bengal
and Tripura, with followers agitating about the threats to the organization in
Bangladesh.

ISKCON, St atfer & AR # & g, 1 aiRa#wr danner 3R A d as1 a@der 3mr
g, 3R @rea & favapeRT # TR & [Gord egarh iy & ) &

e Protesters held a demonstration outside the Bangladesh Assistant High Commission
in Agartala, protesting against the attacks on Chakmas in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

UG ARIRAT o PR H TEATGET HEH ITAMNT & Sg< Teh Yol foham, i
Ramrte e Saew 7 aF@ GHe W gHAl & e ol

e On Thursday, a similar but more aggressive scene was witnessed outside the Deputy
High Commission of Bangladesh in Kolkata, where a large crowd of protesters

burned an effigy of Muhammad Yunus, the Chief Adviser of the interim government
of Bangladesh.

Waﬁr,aﬂmﬁmr 39 3TIARET & S8 Ueh AT oAfched 38 3ThidAS
GRF W@ T, STET Teh §91 5 o HgFAG Fo[®@ & Yool I ST, il STeIGer dr
3HaRA TFR & AET FAEHPR L |

e The communal tension and online exchanges between the majority and minority

communities have raised concerns about a potential exodus of minority communities
from Bangladesh to the bordering States.

YIS da1d 3R HTAATST IMETT-HeTT & HROT cIHEH 30T qgmsqu SE R
& or, gieney @ WA W g Tsdt 7 reudeds e & e & aR &
Raw sg 7% gl

What has been the government’s response?
&R &1 yfafrar #ar & 82

e Mr. Yunus stresses that his government is led by activists and human rights
advocates with a clean record and are not part of any plot to discriminate against
minority groups.

M IeTH 1 el § b IoTehl ThR FFATHT R AEUFR ghral garn gorg S
W &, ST Reis @ & 3R & eqseas aHerdl & o fadr i arforer &
fewar =1@r gl

o However, on the ground, there are often instances of attacks against temples and
places of worship.

gleliTeh, AREATdehal H, e AR 3 ol Tl W gAA &1d T ¢l

e This is partly because the government has not been able to restore law and order or
bring agencies under control to maintain peace in a plural society.

I 3% &7 & AT & W@ § Fifd TR Fhefe 3R qGYT JgTel et H
3EAY W & IR T sgeEr) wAS # ifd sAC @ & v vt wr e &
e F off 3 wd W gl

e The BHBCOP has expressed concern about the Yunus government’s intentions,
particularly due to the push for reforms.
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BHBCOP o I8 WK 1 fagfaat 1 dent [idr s &7 &, fadw &9 4 gunt &
JATAT o IRT|
e As part of constitutional reforms, the Attorney General of the interim government, Md

Asaduzzaman, has taken up the validity of the 15th amendment to the Bangladesh
Constitution of 2011, which reinserted secularism in the statute.

wfaenfas gurt & dgd, 3aRA TWHR & ekt Forter Md Asaduzzaman & 2011 &
TR FRAYUT F 154 FeMereT FI daar W AR Far, 5o afaus & edfacderar
& T @ e

e Secularism was first incorporated into the Bangladesh Constitution in 1972.

HTATIETAT T Ugel 1972 H S92 EfaasT H e har a=r )

e Mr. Asaduzzaman argued that socialism and secularism do not reflect the realities of a
nation where 90% of the population is Muslim.

A HAGE AT T Fgell ¢ foh FgaTg AN eeAfaRderar v 0F Usg T aeafdndrst
el gaiTd, ST81 90% Siaear AFad |

e These remarks were seen as a sign that the government is keen to dismantle
Bangladesh’s secular constitution.

3oT fETUTUIAT I Teh Tohd AT IT foh THR SPAGET o GHfaRder WiAYmT Fi R{ease
A & AT 3% B

What about India-Bangladesh ties?
HRA-TRRY FaEl & TR # F41?

e Theinterim Yunus government has been widely perceived as a setback for India’s
Bangladesh policy since Ms. Hasina had warm ties with India.

HARA To[@ THR I ARA-TGe Afd & AT Tk s1esh AT 121 g, Fifes At
I & TTY HART & 35 oY o

e Bangladesh has criticized India for harboring the former Prime Minister and earlier this
week, Ms. Hasina made a scathing statement about the Yunus government.

ST o HRA N JTellael A § Fif 30 qd qemarsst 1 377 e g, 3R 39
HCATg T YBIATT A AT AT o Io[@ TFR & Qo 37 feoqolr )

e Ms. Hasina’s verbal attack drew attention to the Indian government's silence regarding
her presence in India.

ﬁg@hmwmmmam?hw«wua:w%mﬁﬁwﬁaﬁwgﬁraﬁﬁw

IRUT deTT|

e India maintains a formal policy of non-intervention in foreign affairs and expects the
same from partner countries.

ARG 1 fager T & FTERarE) gTd8IT 7 It h ARG N & 3R ITg 39
grsiecr &2t & o I8 319eTT Har &

e However, with Ms. Hasina becoming vocal while in exile in India, this has added to
India’s diplomatic baggage, with sources indicating that India is not in a position to
openly support or oppose any of her actions.
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grefifeh, STa AT et 91RT # fafeer & ' gU AW g8, A 388 HRA & Fealfas
SIS H ST €3 &, 3R I & TR R 33 [T 8 e 1 Geama FHd
a7 faRier et S Rufa & a7 &

e Many India-backed projects have been affected, including the Adani Group power
project involving the export of power from its Godda power plant, which has been
placed under review by the interim Bangladesh government.

&3 HRA-FATT RIS 31faq g3 &, 5w srerelt g 1 arav aR@sr anfare
¢, Tora# aigsT gy aie & fostel fdTa eanfia &, 98 3aRA Seenger @R ganT
FHET & dgd I@T I:T &

e The current turn of events has added to the interim government’s internal problems,
with Mr. Yunus facing an uncertain future due to strained ties with Donald Trump.

AlSET TeaAhA o IARA THN HT Aale FAEamsit & soner f6ar g, AR g s
AHA SeATe8 T & AU JAqUT FET & HROT Th HIRPAT s1fas7 @ar & v B

o Jamaat-e-Islami, the third-largest political party in Bangladesh, has become
internationally active again after being banned by Ms. Hasina. STHTI-T-gETHT, SiT

T HT AT FIH T TSl Gof g, T H FARTST TR 9 afehg gr arar
€, S AT g carT yfaefad fFu Ser & a1g|
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Has Trump’s legal storm blown away?

Why have federal charges against the President-elect for attempting to overturn the results of the
2020 election been dropped? What about the other cases? Where does the Supreme Court stand?

How long will Trump have immunity? Will this signal a change in his politics?

|GS Paper II: Comparison of Constitution |

Narayan Lakshman

The story so far:
n light of the legal immunity afforded to
U.S. Presidents for official acts,
Department of Justice (DOJ) Special
Counsel Jack Smith recently moved to
drop the charges against President-elect Donald
Trump for attempting to overturn the results of
the 2020 election, specifically the criminal
charges for encouraging a violent mob to attack
the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. Mr. Smith’s
request was granted by the District Judge
hearing the case.

What about the other cases?

The DOJ has also filed motions to drop all federal
charges against Mr. Trump that relate to the
latter’s “mishandling” of classified documents.
Two state-level cases against him are also in legal
limbo: the election interference case in Georgia
has been paused pending a decision by an
appeals court; and in the business fraud case in
New York involving charges against Mr. Trump
for paying off an adult film star for her silence

The door to
prosecuting
Mr. Trump
in the
future has
been left
open

Forgive and forget: A man holds a sign saying “Trump wins” in 2021. REUTERS

over an alleged affair, his conviction has been
indefinitely delayed. While the dropping of these
charges marks the official end of Democrats’
hopes to hold Mr. Trump liable for several
alleged crimes, it remains to be seen as to
whether the 45th President will use this clean
slate as a springboard to a bipartisan approach
to policymaking, or whether it will merely
strengthen his hand towards a second innings of
the brand of divisive politics that has polarised
the electorate of the country in recent years.

What are the specific charges against Mr.
Trump that have been dropped?

Firstly, regarding the classified documents case,
Mr. Trump was first indicted in June 2023 on 37
felony counts “related to mishandling classified
documents that he took from the White House
to his Florida home.” These charges included
wilful retention of national defence information,
conspiracy to obstruct justice and making false
statements. While a Florida judge had earlier
dismissed the case and Mr. Smith’s office had
sought an appeal, those charges are all being
dropped now.

In August 2023, Mr. Trump was additionally
indicted on four felony charges relating to his
attempts to reverse the 2020 election results.
These charges included conspiracy to defraud
the U.S., conspiracy to obstruct an official
proceeding (a reference to the process of
certification of the election results by Congress),
obstruction of and attempt to obstruct an official
proceeding and conspiracy against rights.

What view has the U.S. Supreme Court taken
on the subject?

The Supreme Court in July 2024 handed down
its first ruling on the subject of presidential
immunity when it determined, by an expected
6-3 majority, that former Presidents enjoyed
broad immunity from prosecution. At the time,
Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the majority
opinion of the court, “Under our constitutional
structure of separated powers, the nature of
presidential power entitles a former president to
absolute immunity from criminal prosecution
for actions within his conclusive and preclusive
constitutional authority... And he is entitled to at

Has Trump’s legal storm blown away?

FIT TFT T Fleedl BTl Gcd a1 AT 872
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least presumptive immunity from prosecution
for all his official acts. There is no immunity for
unofficial acts.”

The three liberal dissenting judges criticised
the ruling as undermining the “core democratic
principle that no person is above the law,” with
Justice Sonia Sotomayor writing that “in every
use of official power, the President is now a king
above the law” and that the protection afforded
to Presidents by the court was “just as bad as it
sounds, and it is baseless.”

Is Mr. Trump absolved of guilt?

Not necessarily. In her latest ruling on the cases,
District Judge Tanya Chutkan said that she was
dismissing the election interference charges
against Mr. Trump “without prejudice,”
suggesting that the door to prosecuting Mr.
Trump in the future has been left open,
specifically after Mr. Trump demits office after
his second term, and loses his legal immunity
shield. Hinting at the DOJ’s view on the matter,
Mr. Smith noted that the charges had been
dropped because the DOJ “forbids the federal
indictment and subsequent criminal
prosecution of a sitting President,” while adding
the decision to not proceed with the indictments
and trials was “not based on the merits or
strength of the case against the defendant.”

Then there are the political views of liberals
and progressives, possibly including a majority
of the more than 74 million Americans who
voted for Mr. Trump’s rival, incumbent Vice-
President and Democrat candidate Kamala
Harris, in the November 5 presidential election.
While voter views on Mr. Trump may vary
widely in general, polling as recently as six
months ago found that nearly three in five
Americans (59%) agreed that Mr. Trump was
guilty of the 34 felony counts on which he was
convicted in the New York case, compared to
just 32% who believed he was innocent. Another
poll around the same time found that a
whopping 50% of respondents thought that Mr.
Trump’s guilty verdict on all 34 counts in his
hush money trial was correct. Similarly, a poll in
April this year found that 53% of respondents
believed that Mr. Trump committed “serious
federal crimes.”

Yet the fact that a poll in May 2024 suggested
that 67% of voters — including 74% of
independents — said that a conviction would
make no difference for how they voted in the
election offers a deeper insight into the political
preferences of voters.
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Why have federal charges against the President-electfor attempting to
overturn the results of the 2020 election been dropped? What about
the other cases? Where does the Supreme Court stand? How long will
Trump have immunity? Will this signal a change in his politics?

2020 % FoATd F AdIST FY gerea T FRAY FA 1@ Tsgufa-gamg &
fErame ¥ M F4t ger R aw &2 ser Awal & aR 7w g
FIE FT FIAT T §2 TFT B H9 dF IaaT RAM? Fa1 I8 396"
TSI & IgaTd T Thd GIM?

What has happened in the legal cases against Donald Trump?

AeTes g0 & AR FEfeA AT H F9T g3 82

In light of the legal immunity afforded to U.S. Presidents for official acts, DOJ Special
Counsel Jack Smith recently moved to drop the charges against President-elect
Donald Trump for attempting to overturn the results of the 2020 election, specifically
the criminal charges for encouraging a violent mob to attack the U.S. Capitol on
January 6, 2021.

HOFIREF Feal & AT AR Wgafa F & 7§ FEEN g &I A @ gL,
DOJ fady gt S Ay o grel &1 & Usgufa-gora Setres €9 & W 2020 Tara
& UROTAT T gelea & RRAT HA & AT 3R B aog o H Ajer i, @Ay w9
¥ 6 STl 2021 & F,uW. Hed W o s 1 gHT HA & AT 3ha= &
3R

Mr. Smith’s request was granted by the District Judge hearing the case.

A TEAY T IR AT A T GAas w8 Forem arareier 3 #Y A

What about the other cases?

I A F R FH F1?
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The DOJ has also filed motions to drop all federal charges against Mr. Trump related to
his “mishandling” of classified documents.

DOJ 1 €9 & &% el 3Rt &l arqd ofel T off AT G T §, ST 3% eanT
MIAT GEATASAT & "ITeld ah & FHIA & g gl

Two state-level cases against him are also in legal limbo: the election interference
case in Georgia has been paused pending a decision by an appeals court; and in the
business fraud case in New York, involving charges against Mr. Trump for paying off an
adult film star for her silence over an alleged affair, his conviction has been indefinitely
delayed.

3T T ol AeT-Falig AT 1 Flefell I & §: SAfordr H AT gEaaT
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HIHT T JdIe FIE & fA0TT FT SR A gU TAAT & IR @16 & AR
TS & A H, F8H 0 W U q3&h fhed TR H ST IR R g9 Fol
& TIT $aTaTel ¥el T IRIY g, 3oTehl &3 AT & forv Tafdd & &7 amr g

While the dropping of these charges marks the official end of Democrats’ hopes to hold
Mr. Trump liable for several alleged crimes, it remains to be seen whether the 45th
President will use this clean slate as a springboard to a bipartisan approach to
policymaking, or whether it will merely strengthen his hand towards a second innings of
the brand of divisive politics that has polarized the electorate in recent years.

3T 3R & gco W SANheH $Y IFHIET &I NMTAFRINF 3id g1 & F § T &l &5
IRITT IRYT & T SFATR g0, Ig @1 §TehT g foh Fa7 459 Usgafd 39
TITB YIHTA T SEHATS Gfageld GIOEHIT 1 o] el & [IT 3T, A1 FAT Ig

haol 3o1sh &Y I st Tatelf & qay AR &1 3R A &am, 5= grer &
ast # S & HASAT T Yeliehed foham B

What are the specific charges against Mr. Trump that have been dropped?

FiT ¥ AT 3T § o s ST F W@ew gew v 2
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Firstly, regarding the classified documents case, Mr. Trump was first indicted in June
2023 on 37 felony counts related to the mishandling of classified documents he took
from the White House to his Florida home.

TEH Ugol, MY SEAMEST & ATHS A, AT <9 &I o7 2023 H 37 e 3t 1
HIHAT AT G3T, S 37 ATl o ITeld dieh J T3Teled & Taftd & foiee 3egiat
TEISE 13U T ol 3Tl FAIRST 8XH of a0 |

These charges included willful retention of national defense information, conspiracy
to obstruct justice, and making false statements.

ST IRIYT H AT T&T AR 1 STOUR I@-IGTE, 71T H FEARTT HY |forer,
AR P T e AT |

While a Florida judge had earlier dismissed the case, and Mr. Smith’s office had sought
an appeal, those charges are now being dropped.

TR Teh FAIRET ~AMETENT o Ugol ATHS &l @RS HY fgar or 3R o A &
FRTTT o 3ol T A, 379 37 3RGT 1 ger fear =am g

In August 2023, Mr. Trump was also indicted on four felony charges related to his
attempts to reverse the 2020 election results.

3EA 2023 H, A €U 9 2020 AT IROMAT Y gefear 1 HIRAA § Fiftra ar X
HRGY 1 3T 3RIT @7 =T AT

These charges included conspiracy to defraud the U.S., conspiracy to obstruct an
official proceeding (a reference to the certification process of the election results by
Congress), obstruction of an official proceeding, and conspiracy against rights.

goT 3Rl 7 F.ud. &t orEr & @ wiforer, sitgaie FEaE § geaeia &
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What view has the U.S. Supreme Court taken on the subject?

wﬁwmaﬁﬁﬁwmmwwm%?

The Supreme Court in July 2024 handed down its first ruling on the subject of
presidential immunity, determining by a 6-3 majority that former Presidents enjoyed
broad immunity from prosecution for actions within their constitutional authority.

FAA FIE o FAT§ 2024 F Togafey ge & A0 W A= ggell Aoy &, 5rae 6-3
TEAT T g 77 fohar I fh qd Iegufd Ioe @Runfas sfieR S ded fHe T
Fcdl & AT JPAASTH § Sq9F Fe H1 Aee od &l

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the majority opinion, stating, “Under our
constitutional structure of separated powers, the nature of presidential power entitles

a former president to absolute immunity from criminal prosecution for actions within his
conclusive and preclusive constitutional authority.”

HEY AT Siiel Jaq o dgAd & giveanor & for fomr, gany afaenfas axee
% ogd, A ATFTT T GYFRIOT &, AUl I AfPd T Fehfecl Toh g Isgafed
3e7eh faoiires 3R faderens wfdufas #feR & aga fev av scat & fow qof ge
T & &l &1

The court also ruled that former presidents are entitled to at least presumptive
immunity from prosecution for all their official acts.

HIE o Ig o heer fear o qa seufa @t 3ve e Feai & Ov 4 @ w4
WRIAF g gher gid 2l
The ruling made clear that there is no immunity for unofficial acts.

5d vy # I8 Tuse famar i 6 R-rfemeE Faat & v w18 gead gl

Liberal Dissenting Judges' Criticism

3ERAKET HeAd ~grareia &1 re=ar
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The three liberal dissenting judges criticised the ruling as undermining the “core
democratic principle” that no person is above the law, with Justice Sonia
Sotomayor writing that “in every use of official power, the President is now a king
above the law” and that the protection afforded to Presidents by the court was “just as
bad as it sounds, and it is baseless.”

olleT SERAE) IAeAd ~araTeel @ g6 fAv dr ITeTAr Fd gU W "HA Ahdiw
AT T HASR Fe arer adr, TTHH wer 1 T FE oft safad Fer & IW
€T ¥, =l Aifhar EaAER S o & afteie afed & 9% 3uET A,
T 3T e ¥ FR TF AT 70 ¢ 3N 31@red ganr wegafd & & a8
GR&T "TSdel @S Tl §, 3=l &1 8, 3R Fg foar fonely 3mem & &1




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Is Mr. Trump absolved of guilt?

F41 A €T Y QrvageErd fam @2

Not necessarily. In her latest ruling on the cases, District Judge Tanya Chutkan said
that she was dismissing the election interference charges against Mr. Trump “without
prejudice,” suggesting that the door to prosecuting Mr. Trump in the future has been left
open, specifically after Mr. Trump demits office after his second term, and loses his
legal immunity shield.

ST SAET| ATHeA W 39T ool FeoAars &, forar warareher arear gewa o wer & a5
# Tq F T TolTa FEANT F IR "R qavre F @RS F @ E, q@ g9 &
gU o5 #fasT 7 4 oT & TWemw HfHATST H1 IEAT o I@r T g, @AY 7T 8

S AT T Y GEY FREFTA & TIG A UG & FEADT 3 R IoTehl Fefedl e FATST

g Sirwet|

Hinting at the DOJ’s view, Mr. Smith noted that the charges had been dropped because
the DOJ “forbids the federal indictment and subsequent criminal prosecution of a sitting
President,” while adding that the decision to not proceed with the indictments and trials
was “not based on the merits or strength of the case against the defendant.”

DOJ & gffeahIvr i1 Hehdl & §T, 4 AU & gl fh HRIT gerw 1w F3ifdh DOJ "Ueh
¥ T TSl & @es FEh 3T A’ 3F AG & 30w HHASTT F F
R §," AR g o SitsT & REr 3R FhedAt 1 I3 o dor i Ao gidardy &
elms #ATH T ARCH IT diehd U MR Aar AT|"

Political Views on Mr. Trump

A g9 W eElfas gieemtor
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Then there are the political views of liberals and progressives, possibly including a
majority of the more than 74 million Americans who voted for Mr. Trump’s rival,
incumbent Vice President and Democrat candidate Kamala Harris, in the November
5 presidential election.

R serarfeat sk yarfaarfeat & veehfas gResior §, foee amare 74 fafoaer @
st IARRRAT 1 agaa affe ¢, Siegia €7 & vfaeEd), adea swrseafa 3ik
3AYhe 3FHIGaR Foen R 1 5 Fgay F wegufa gara A ae e

While voter views on Mr. Trump may vary widely, polling as recently as six months ago
found that nearly three in five Americans (59%) agreed that Mr. Trump was guilty of

the 34 felony counts on which he was convicted in the New York case, compared to
just 32% who believed he was innocent.

Safes 47 $9 R AdSIA3NT & gReHvT ATEs §9 F st & T &, B8 AE Uga
fpT a7 T O F grr I R T g & @ i FARPY (59%) 30 91T ¥ @EAd
& 5 A Sy A& AW #H 34 TR IR F AN &, STafF Faer 3206 AT &
ag gy g
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e Another poll around the same time found that a whopping 50% of respondents thought
that Mr. Trump’s guilty verdict on all 34 counts in his hush money trial was correct.

3T AT & - fRU T ve IR 9T H 9T =T R 50% 3AEransit & AT R
oY €T & §U Al T H T 34 IRAT W andt Aoy @gr o

e Similarly, a poll in April this year found that 53% of respondents believed that Mr. Trump
committed “serious federal crimes.”

SO YR, 38 aY 3T H Tk Ol H 917 17 foh 53% 3aRardi3it o Aer 6 4 <o
"X T 3raRTer fRU

Voters' Response to Conviction

arfagfr v Aaeranst #r wfafear

e Yet the fact that a poll in May 2024 suggested that 67% of voters — including 74% of
independents — said that a conviction would make no difference for how they voted in
the election offers a deeper insight into the political preferences of voters.

e off d2 Ig & fh A 2024 & vsh Ol & FoATd AT Toh 67% Aeransit — forast
74% FaAT HAGKAT AMAT § — o el fob QANTASTY T 3ofeh Yearg H alicar & e
WS B Tl TSI, TG AAGIATIN & AT i GISCehIVT shT IE FHST YGTeT hicll
gl
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How will bribery
charges impact
Adani?

[GS Paper I1I: Corruption and Money Laundering |
What will be the financial implications
of the US. indictment? Will lenders
continue to give out loans to the Group?

Prashanth Perumal

The story so far:

ast week, the U.S. Department of Justice

charged two officials of a renewable

energy company listed in the U.S. in
connection with a bribery scheme allegedly
perpetrated by Gautam Adani, chairman of the
Adani Group, and his associates including his
nephew Sagar Adani. Several officials of an
Adani Group company have been accused of
bribing government officials in various Indian
States to receive business favours.

What followed the revelations?

Shares of various Adani Group companies
dropped sharply; they have recovered most of
their losses in the last week after Adani Green
Energy Ltd. (AGEL) filed its first response to
stock exchanges, denying the bribery charges
pressed by the American market regulator. The
Adani Group has claimed that the allegations of
bribery cost the group’s listed companies a loss
of $55 billion in market value. The conglomerate
had notably lost more than $150 billion in
market value last year after fraud allegations
made by U.S. short-seller Hindenburg Research.

Are lenders likely to review plans?

The latest bribery allegations are likely to make
it harder for the Adani Group to raise funds from
overseas investors, which means the company
may have to rely more on domestic investors for
its financing needs. Local lenders, including
Indian banks that currently lend to the Adani
Group, too may review their exposure to the
group. The State Bank of India, which is the
largest lender to the Adani Group among Indian
banks, is exposed with loans worth ¥33,800
crore. While this represents less than 1% of the
bank’s total loan book, a Reuters report on
Thursday contended that SBI has said it will be
cautious about disbursals to the Adani Group.
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How have rating agencies responded?
Fitch Ratings, Moody’s and S&P Global took
negative rating actions on Adani firms this week.

. As The Hindu reported,
The charges against  citing governance risks
AGEL have raised for its rating action,
doubts about the Moody’s said there

Centre’s policy goal  could be a broader
of boosting the credit impact from
TR, AGEL’s crisis on group

nation’s P

firms “given Gautam
rmm\\jahlc energy Adani’a prominent role
capacity as chairman of each of

the rated entities or
their parent companies as well as the controlling
shareholder.” Fitch Ratings also took negative
rating actions on the Adani Group’s
infrastructure entities. S&P Global Ratings
lowered its outlook on three Adani Group
entities to negative, pointing at risks to funding
access following the U.S. indictment.

What are the allegations?

The U.S. DOJ alleges that the AGEL promoter
and senior officials paid bribes worth $265
million to officials in Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and Jammu
and Kashmir for the sale of renewable energy
produced by AGEL. It is alleged that these bribes
were paid so that State power distribution
companies (DISCOMS) would purchase eight
gigawatts worth of energy from AGEL's
renewable energy project. AGEL had won the
right to sell renewable energy to interested
buyers through the Solar Energy Corporation of
India (SECI), a public sector unit owned by the
Centre. It is alleged that DISCOMS were
unwilling to purchase power from AGEL due to
the high price quoted, and hence bribes were
paid by Adani Group officials to prod State
government officials to purchase power at prices
favourable to the Adani Group. Azure Power
Energy Ltd., a New Delhi-headquartered energy
company that is listed in the U.S. and whose
officials have been indicted for bribery by the
DOJ, is also alleged to have colluded with AGEL
officials to bribe State officials.

What are the implications?

Allegations against AGEL officials could lead to
higher cost of capital for the Group and also
affect its profitability. However, the allegations
may have no impact if lenders were already
implicitly aware of potential corrupt practices
and factored this in while making their lending
decisions. The charges against AGEL have also
raised doubts about the Centre’s policy goal of
boosting the nation’s renewable energy capacity
to 500 gigawatts by 2030. The Centre has been
prodding State governments to increase
renewable energy adoption through Renewable
Purchase Obligations which obligate States to
purchase a certain minimum amount of their
power from renewable energy sources. But State
DISCOMS have been reluctant to follow the
mandate as they are already financially
burdened and lack the infrastructure to source
and distribute renewable energy. Some analysts
also note that governments often renege on their
guarantee to purchase energy from renewable
energy companies. Some of the companies
resort to illegal means, including bribery, to sell

power.
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How will bribery charges impact Adani?

Rega@{l & HRGT &1 FSAT W FAT IHT IS9T?

What will be the financial implications of the U.S. indictment? Will
lenders continue to give out loans to the Group?

ARH Pl & Rl fAfgard wr g9 = Forerar @ Fr FHor
T SR T

U.S. Department of Justice Charges Against Adani Group

AN =7 fsmr @R aeEh @ F @arw IR

Last week, the U.S. Department of Justice charged two officials of a renewable
energy company listed in the U.S. in connection with a bribery scheme allegedly
perpetrated by Gautam Adani, chairman of the Adani Group, and his associates

including his nephew Sagar Adani.

oo gearg, AN AT RT3 v AdHONT F9T S & ar JAFTRAT |
HRT oET, S JUH. H FEeey ¢, Ig IR AlasT s, ST THg & 3reaeT, 3R
3o HEAINAT, ST 3o1eh ol AR s o A §, garr &iYd Regaard
ASATE I3 A

Several officials of an Adani Group company have been accused of bribing
government officials in various Indian States to receive business favours.

ST A A FUAM F F3 FVFRAT W At sRelr Tt 7 awerr st
I ARG T 9Tcd T & o Read 8o &1 3R B

Impact on Adani Group Shares

S FHE F AW T 90T
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Shares of various Adani Group companies dropped sharply; they have recovered most
of their losses in the last week after Adani Green Energy Ltd. (AGEL) filed its first
response to stock exchanges, denying the bribery charges pressed by the American
market regulator.

fafdieet arsrelt woqg Y Fufadi & PR 7 Mg FRge 3118, Moo dar & e,
s AT vt RS (AGEL) & Tl Taasisll & 310 ggel wfafskar &, fSas
HARST SR AATHS arT e I7C Rega@y Rt & s R

The Adani Group has claimed that the allegations of bribery cost the group’s listed
companies a loss of $55 billion in market value.
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STl WHE o arar fohar § o Rega@ft & 3Rt & | 1 FEllaey Hufaar &1 55

3T SR HT TR Fed gl Tgers|
The conglomerate had notably lost more than $150 billion in market value last year after
fraud allegations made by U.S. short-seller Hindenburg Research.

3 Wi o [Uod ay @yt F 3Rl $ &g 150 3R stk & 386 &7 d6R 7o
@ fear ar, S 3AREr ATE-Jer st Raw g sene v 3

Impact on Fundraising and Lenders

¥l e AR U W ogemE

The latest bribery allegations are likely to make it harder for the Adani Group to raise
funds from overseas investors, which means the company may have to rely more on
domestic investors for its financing needs.

AdAdA Regaaft F FRGT @ 3l T & fov gl Pdest & ua e wiea
g Thar g, T9Tesr Adde § & Fuel & 39e B awar & v 318 e
e v IR BT 9 Fohar g

Local lenders, including Indian banks that currently lend to the Adani Group, too may
review their exposure to the group.

TR SURGTA, fSad 3 ARy o anfde § S adaAe & 318l W &1 ®oT &
g, 8 #og & ufad el SNf@er wetam &Y deha &

The State Bank of India, which is the largest lender to the Adani Group among Indian
banks, is exposed with loans worth ¥33,800 crore.

AR e o, S AT ST A SN G F FE@ T37 IURSTAT 8, 33,800 FS
TIA & ROT & WY ANBAA B

While this represents less than 1% of the bank’s total loan book, a Reuters report on
Thursday contended that SBI has said it will be cautious about disbursals to the Adani
Group.

SIafeh Jg dF & FeT KOT T FT 1% @ A §, Uh T¥H RUIEH JRar 1 Jg arar
forar aram & TS o Fer € fF ag sl AHg F HOT )T F gad w@em|

Rating Agencies' Response

Wear wifat i afafrar
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Fitch Ratings, Moody’s, and S&P Global took negative rating actions on Adani firms
this week.

e Wew, 79T, 3R S&P Talad o 3@ Fodlg HSTE SUfdl W AFRIcHS e
FIQATS FI|

As The Hindu reported, citing governance risks for its rating action, Moody’s said there
could be a broader credit impact from AGEL'’s crisis on group firms “given Gautam
Adani’s prominent role as chairman of each of the rated entities or their parent
companies as well as the controlling shareholder.”
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ST R g g 39l AT FRaTS & AT emwer @A 1 garer < gr R fova,
AT A &gl foh AGEL & Wahe @ WH hUleldl T Teh SATIH HISC THE &1 Hehell &,
“Fifeh MTA IS FT 9@ AP TAF WS ghSAT & HEFeT & T H I 3T

9T FUlaAdt & IeTeT & 9 H, @Y & HIF6 WURS & & H|”

Fitch Ratings also took negative rating actions on the Adani Group’s infrastructure
entities.

R W@ A 33T G H ewreFR FHEAl W I AFRIeHS T FRATS
S&P Global Ratings lowered its outlook on three Adani Group entities to negative,
pointing at risks to funding access following the U.S. indictment.

S&P Tdllae WETH o et ST WHE SHIFAT I A3 I AFRICHS Y 16T, 3R
JUH HRIYF & S1G 4T el & QA A1 Fehel 12T

Allegations Against Adani Group

s WA & @eme 3y
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The U.S. DOJ alleges that the AGEL promoter and senior officials paid bribes worth
$265 million to officials in Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and
Jammu and Kashmir for the sale of renewable energy produced by AGEL.

IANH DOJ &7 3MT ¢ 5 AGEL 9areR 3R aftss 3faswiRat & 265 Afaasr stax $ir
Reaa & o, 3 e wewr, sediraere, 3fSem, affesg, st s-FER & sl #
AGEL gaRT 3cdrfed AdeoNT Fair & fashr & fow & 18|

It is alleged that these bribes were paid so that State power distribution companies
(DISCOMS) would purchase eight gigawatts worth of energy from AGEL'’s renewable
energy project.

IRT ¢ o T8 Read g0 3eaed @ & 715 A ifes Ts fagga faawor safaa
(DISCOMS) AGEL & #daolT ol IRIASHAT & 3 Mamare Fa1 Tl |

AGEL had won the right to sell renewable energy to interested buyers through the Solar
Energy Corporation of India (SECI), a public sector unit owned by the Centre.

AGEL I GeX Uesit HIAReIA 316 SB3AT (SECI) & ATEIH A AdIR0NT FaAl Sdet

&1 IRAFR e a1, F Fg WER F 30T v adofas a7 7 5o T

It is alleged that DISCOMS were unwilling to purchase power from AGEL due to the
high price quoted, and hence bribes were paid by Adani Group officials to prod State
government officials to purchase power at prices favourable to the Adani Group.

3RIT & f% DISCOMS AGEL ¥ forsTell Tlget &1 IR =761 & Fifsh Aed qgd 0+
o1, 3R AT e g & IRVFNAT F 70T WHR & Al & Read &
difeh & ST HAg & TaT # hrad W fasien @l

Azure Power Energy Ltd., a New Delhi-headquartered energy company listed in the
U.S., whose officials have been indicted for bribery by the DOJ, is also alleged to have
colluded with AGEL officials to bribe State officials.

Azure Power Energy Ltd., T& &5 ool oI Fall 9l St 0w, # Fdleey §
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AR frad 3fReMAt @ DOJ garT Read@yr & 3IRT 7 3RIfa fear ar §, o o
IRT § 5 399 AGEL 3Rt & a1y Aeet U el & Reaa &

Implications of the Allegations
IR F gRome

o Allegations against AGEL officials could lead to higher cost of capital for the Group
and also affect its profitability.

AGEL 3fasial @ 3RT @ & T Yot & olTd 96 Hehdl ¢ 3N S8 dATsTIgar
&I & genfad X Fad §l

o However, the allegations may have no impact if lenders were already implicitly aware of
potential corrupt practices and factored this in while making their lending decisions.

gTeTifoh, 379 3UREIAT Ugol & & THTAT oS¢ TUT3HT & 3/99d & 3R 3r9ar Hor Aoy
H 3O €O & T@T AT, dF 3RIGT T DS THT T8l 95 FehdT|

e The charges against AGEL have also raised doubts about the Centre’s policy goal of
boosting the nation’s renewable energy capacity to 500 gigawatts by 2030.

AGEL & T 3T & &g Y Afg Ja7 W M Teg 3o o &, foast o
AHIONT FAT &THAT T 2030 d& 500 IHRMEIE do Sl AT gl

e The Centre has been prodding State governments to increase renewable energy
adoption through Renewable Purchase Obligations, which obligate States to
purchase a certain minimum amount of their power from renewable energy sources.

Fg TWHR ToT FIFRT & TNHONT FAT A= & [T Acargd & B &, oad
adiwcoiiT @dig afcd anfAe &, S Tt &1 3 Fell 1 v Aivad wgetan
feear sl Fa adr @ @le & fov are Far gl

e But State DISCOMS have been reluctant to follow the mandate as they are already
financially burdened and lack the infrastructure to source and distribute renewable
energy.

SiftheT ST DISCOMS SH HTCRT T GTeled el & 315t g & Fhifh O T H &
Wa@ﬁﬁ@%mmwaﬁwﬂwﬁwmmﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁ
gfAardr arer i A g

e Some analysts also note that governments often renege on their guarantee to purchase
energy from renewable energy companies.

o [aeclvehl o1 g o AT ¢ foh FIFR 3R A0 S Fafaat & ol
Tl & HIAT ARE F HHT ST &

e Some of the companies resort to illegal means, including bribery, to sell power.
S HUTAT FAYT NPT BT FERT A 8, Toragd Regaay enfdrer g, arfer 3 fosrelr @
b

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS




] Contact Number: 9971932488

shala
www.patrioticias.in

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Trump's research czar

lPCs

| Jay Bhattacharya

A Stanford doctor who opposed lockdowns and authored a declaration advocating for youth herd
immunity during the pandemic will head the U.S. National Institutes of Health

Sruthi Darbhamulla

n November 26,
0 U.S. President-
elect Donald

Trump announced that
physician and economist
Jayanta ‘Jay’ Bhattacharya
will be the director of the
National Institutes of
Health (NIH), the nation’s
chief agency for medical
research.

This pick makes Dr.
Bhattacharya the second
Indian-American selected
by Mr. Trump for a key
post, after Vivek Ramaswa-
my, who has been tapped
to lead the newly-created
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency, along with
billionaire Elon Musk. The
NIH, with a $48 billion
budget, is one of the fore-
most agencies for biomedi-
cal research, with 27
centres dealing with a
spectrum of subjects, in-
cluding cancer research
and diabetes.

The NIH’s parent agen-
cy, the Department of
Health and Human Servic-
es, will be headed by Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Jr. “Togeth-
er, Jay and RFK Jr. will
restore the NIH to a Gold
Standard of Medical Re-
search as they examine the
underlying causes of, and
solutions to, America’s big-
gest health challenges, in-
cluding our Crisis of
Chronic Illness and Dis-
ease,” Mr. Trump said in a
social media post.

Mr. Trump’s health

Website: patrioticias.in

picks are unconventional,
with both appointees hav-
ing expressed opinions on
health policy and medicine
which are out of the main-
stream realm.

The Kolkata-born Bhat-
tacharya migrated to the
U.S. as a child. He earned
his undergraduate degree
from Stanford, and later
completed a medical de-
gree and a doctorate from
the same institution. His
Stanford association conti-
nues; he is a tenured pro-
fessor in health policy and
a professor of economics
by courtesy.

Dr. Bhattacharyaisnota
practising physician and
counts public health poli-
cy, specifically centred on
infectious diseases and CO-
VID, as well as health eco-
nomics as his domains of
expertise. He came into
the public spotlight during
the pandemic years for his
forceful advocacy against
lockdowns, his belief that
civil servants had too much
power over federal policy
during that time, and his
criticism of Joe Biden’s

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

CREDIT: X/@DRJBHATTACHARYA

handling of the pandemic.
Soon after the World
Health Organisation de-
clared that COVID-19 was a
pandemic, Dr. Bhatta-
charya questioned the se-
verity of the virus and said
quarantines were not
worth their economic,
community and individual
health cost. He also pu-
blished research asserting
that immunity to the virus
was greater than believed.

‘Irreparable damage’

Along with Sunetra Gupta,
an Oxford professor of the-
oretical epidemiology, and
Martin Kulldorff, a Swedish
epidemiologist and former
professor at Harvard, Dr.
Bhattacharya authored the
2020 ‘Great Barrington De-
claration’, a public health
manifesto. The authors
mooted an approach
called “Focused Protec-
tion”, whereby they sug-
gested that COVID be al-
lowed to spread among
young healthy people who
were “at minimal risk of
death” and could thus de-
velop natural herd immun-

ity. Prevention efforts were
to be focused on the elder-
ly and at-risk populations.

The authors said they
had “grave concerns about
the damaging physical and
mental health impacts of
the prevailing COVID-19
policies,” saying continued
lockdowns “until a vaccine
is available will cause irrep-
arable damage.” The Decla-
ration was signed by 43
other professionals in the
health  sciences and
medicine.

The Declaration was
widely denounced by pu-
blic health experts. Dr.
Frances Collins, then di-
rector of the NIH, called its
authors “fringe epidemiol-
ogists,” while Dr. Anthony
Fauci termed it “total non-
sense.”

Dr. Bhattacharya recent-
ly hosted a forum in Stan-
ford about pandemic poli-
cy, aiming to bring those
with differing view-points
together to “talk to each
other in a civil way.” But
the forum came under fire
as providing a platform to
discredited figures with
unscientific approaches.

His appointment her-
alds a new chapter in
American public health.
Reacting to his nomina-
tion, Dr. Bhattacharya
wrote on X: “We will re-
form American scientific
institutions so that they are
worthy of trust again and
will deploy the fruits of ex-
cellent science to make
America healthy again!”
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Trump’s research czar

<FT & MY JATC

A Stanford doctor who opposed lockdowns and authored a
declaration advocating for youth herd immunity during the pandemic
will head the U.S. National Institutes of Health

TS & TH e} NSiegie dwsEa & A0y Far 3k AeEd &
gRrer gamsit # Wi gfaten $1 awed X gU TH wyoned o, @
AN T FEArEeT FEA F YHE g

Donald Trump's Appointment of Jayanta Bhattacharya

Sieles TFY @RI S Heerad 1 fagfed
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On November 26, U.S. President-elect Donald Trump announced that physician and
economist Jayanta ‘Jay’ Bhattacharya will be the director of the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), the nation’s chief agency for medical research.

26 SR I HANFT F Tegufa-gona Sares TFa A Giwon A F AfFcs ik
FAATE AT ST AT Hl AT SFEICICH 36 o4 (NIH) F7 fgers Fgerd
fonar SiTwam, S & 1 v e 3eEeTe ToiE B

This pick makes Dr. Bhattacharya the second Indian-American selected by Mr. Trump
for a key post, after Vivek Ramaswamy, who has been tapped to lead the newly-
created Department of Government Efficiency, along with billionaire Elon Musk.

$H TIT & WY, 3T, HC gay HRAT-3AARST a1 a0 § [Seg 79 o v Ageaqot
ue W AT g, 30 G AdF [ €, [9ed Aaeriod raee uibfaw fsmer o
Adcd A & T oIl 77 §, Y € 3RS Teller 7 o oA g

The NIH, with a $48 billion budget, is one of the foremost agencies for biomedical
research, with 27 centres dealing with a spectrum of subjects, including cancer
research and diabetes.

NIH, frerenr 48 Rfaaer ste &1 qoie &, Sa RfFar squus & yq@ wifed & &
T g, Toreet 27 F fafdes fawal, S FuT Iregaemt 3N AyAg, W H1H7 W 7 &
The NIH’s parent agency, the Department of Health and Human Services, will be
headed by Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

NIH T A Torel, Fareed AR AT @1 {3omr, &1 Aqgea o w6, Fad Jiaw
HGT|

“Together, Jay and RFK Jr. will restore the NIH to a Gold Standard of Medical
Research as they examine the underlying causes of, and solutions to, America’s

biggest health challenges, including our Crisis of Chronic lliness and Disease,” Mr.
Trump said in a social media post.
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"HIY H, T 3R RFK ST NIH &I U 9ites €335 AT Rud s s d e &
TT 3T Fifh J FARET A Ta@ 78 ARy gaegnit, o & g ary dderfas
farfat sk Qaif & wae, F Ao FROT 3R GATUE! T IS HE," TFT F Th
qrerer FAfSar giee 7 &gl

Mr. Trump’s health picks are unconventional, with both appointees having expressed
opinions on health policy and medicine which are out of the mainstream realm.

CFT & TR T IWRE &, [ad el gfeaat o rareey fifa ik Rifvcar w
U TR <gehd fhT § S ATIURT ¥ & &

Dr. Jay Bhattacharya’s Background
sl S sreeray B qeafA

The Kolkata-born Bhattacharya migrated to the U.S. as a child. He earned his
undergraduate degree from Stanford, and later completed a medical degree and a
doctorate from the same institution.

FITHIEAT A e HETAN a9 H JFANE ol AT A| 3ogie] TEABS F 3TaAT FATTR
Bt wrea @1, 3R a6 F ad @ Rfeear B 3k st H

His Stanford association continues; he is a tenured professor in health policy and a
professor of economics by courtesy.

3oThT FSAPIS { 31T SIRT ¢ 9 Fareey Afa F wibaw 3R qeAeEawy srdfaeT F
WHE B |
Dr. Bhattacharya is not a practising physician and counts public health policy,

specifically centred on infectious diseases and COVID, as well as health economics
as his domains of expertise.

1. siceay U HFefRer Rfvcas A8 § 3R 3 adefas ey Aif, v &7 @
HoAF AR 3R COVID, & TTY-A1Y FarEey JFATET FI 39« fAAVAar &3 &
T H AT g

Dr. Bhattacharya’s Views on COVID-19

1. s & COVID-19 W AR
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He came into the public spotlight during the pandemic years for his forceful
advocacy against lockdowns, his belief that civil servants had too much power over
federal policy during that time, and his criticism of Joe Biden’s handling of the
pandemic.

3 AGHANT & Ul & ST AIaatialeh €A1 # 3T, SId 3egio) AlhS3 & [@Th SRER
JhTold FI, 3ThT AT AT & 3T AT ol fad A&l & 919 FET anﬁrwa’g'a

HiRF A o, 3R 3ogiel ST IS GART HASTHARY F YAt hT 3MTelraelr |
Soon after the World Health Organisation declared COVID-19 a pandemic, Dr.
Bhattacharya questioned the severity of the virus and said quarantines were not worth
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their economic, community and individual health cost.

S € faeg T WIS & COVID-19 Y Ag@ANY i fFam, st siceary &
aRRY HT ATHRAT W FaTer 330 3R gl o TR v i, arefe sk
ATFAINT FAELT AN & f7OT § S Hed AL ATl

e He also published research asserting that immunity to the virus was greater than
believed.

3ogie Ig Y e gehIfAIa fohar ora# grar fohar o arma & wfar gfavem gger & Fér
e ot

The Great Barrington Declaration
Je e wwomgT

e Along with Sunetra Gupta, an Oxford professor of theoretical epidemiology, and
Martin Kulldorff, a Swedish epidemiologist and former professor at Harvard, Dr.
Bhattacharya authored the 2020 ‘Great Barrington Declaration’, a public health
manifesto.

AT [T, JHirawrs favafdearery & dquifas Feml e & ke, iR aféer
Fesd, Toh TS HEART fa=iel 3R grds & qq MheR & @1y, 51, seerad &
2020 # ‘A< N DworgT’ fo@r, S U Hidolfoleh TIELT HIYUIIS 2T|

e The authors proposed an approach called “Focused Protection”, where they
suggested that COVID be allowed to spread among young healthy people who were
“at minimal risk of death” and could thus develop natural herd immunity.

AGH A “PIHES WREFAA” ATHb Teh GfSeahlvT GEdTiad fohar, forasr 3egiel &gt foh
COVID &I JaT Faeq ait & e fear oo, S “Jeg &1 wgeas fe#” @a 9 3R
38 YR rpfas ge gfaven Aefd & g6a 3|

o Prevention efforts were to be focused on the elderly and at-risk populations.
fAaRoT st 1 geut AR AVAITT FAHEAT R Hicd fohar ST o)

e The authors said they had “grave concerns about the damaging physical and

mental health impacts of the prevailing COVID-19 policies,” saying continued
lockdowns “until a vaccine is available will cause irreparable damage.”

G 7 Fgl & 3¢ “COVID-19 Afaat & afiR® 3R A-A® @y W aifasRs
wamEl Fr Y MR R &, 378 FeT fF AlRsET T W1 T deh T
33U oTel gl SiraY, AT &ifa 1 HRoT S39m|”

e The Declaration was signed by 43 other professionals in the health sciences and
medicine.

oIy W e faae 3R Rfecar & 43 377 i A gEaRR o
e The Declaration was widely denounced by public health experts.

IYOTgT T Hidotferd TR RFATHA GaRT SA9& HTeraar 6 TS|
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o Dr. Bhattacharya recently hosted a forum in Stanford about pandemic policy, aiming
to bring those with differing viewpoints together to “talk to each other in a civil way.”

3. sigerad

Georgia arrests 107 protesters following
govt. plan to stall EU membership talks

Agence France-Presse

TBILISI PCs

Georgia on Saturday said
107 people were arrested
during a second night of
protests sparked by the go-
vernment’s decision to de-
lay European Union mem-
bership talks amid a
post-election crisis.

The Black Sea nation
has been rocked by turmoil
since the ruling Georgian
Dream party claimed vic-
tory in a October 26 parlia-
mentary election that the
pro-EU opposition said
was fraudulent.

The Interior Ministry
said 107 people were de-
tained for “disobedience to
lawful police orders and

Fiery night: Demonstrators use firecrackers against the police
outside Parliament in Tbilisi in Georgia early on Saturday. Ap

petty hooliganism.”
“Throughout the
night... protesters threw
various objects, including
stones, pyrotechnics, glass
bottles, and metal items, at

law enforcement officers,”
it said, adding that “10 em-
ployees of the ministry of
internal  affairs were
injured.”

The Ministry had said

that 32 police officers were
wounded and 43 protes-
tors detained on Thursday.

Prime Minister Irakli Ko-
bakhidze’s statement on
Thursday that Georgia will
not seek to open accession
talks with the European
Union until 2028 ignited a
furious reaction from the
opposition and two days of
protests.

He later accused the op-
position and the EU Am-
bassador to Georgia of dis-
torting his words, and
insisted membership in
the bloc “by 2030” re-
mains his “top priority.”

Protests were also held
in other cities across Geor-
gia on Friday.

Georgia arrests 107 protesters following govt. plan to
stall EU membership talks

St & FUIT T T FEEIdT ardm 1 Ashal A THR
IISTT & d1€ 107 YRRl & PRear faar

Protests in Georgia
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e On Saturday, Georgia reported that 107 people were arrested during a second night
of protests sparked by the government's decision to delay European Union
membership talks amid a post-election crisis.

AFATR 1, AT & TART 7 107 #fer sl TREAR v arm o, 59 WaR & A
WY Fe&gdT ardt # & & 0T & HROT AT F 916 WHe & o A geiat
gud T YE &S

e The Black Sea nation has been rocked by turmoil since the ruling Georgian Dream
party claimed victory in the October 26 parliamentary election that the pro-EU
opposition said was fraudulent.

sdF d QA F gorael FI IS ¢, ST ATHE SAlfordel A 9Tl 7 26 HaFgH F THAT
ATE & Sl 1 arar ohar, o QUi g gAY fquet o ui@ners wer an

e The Interior Ministry said 107 people were detained for "disobedience to lawful
police orders and petty hooliganism."

ARF HATAT A FgT [ 107 AT AT "Frefelt T el FT 3eereed 3K sR-BI
3cqTdl SgagRr” & fov fgaad # forar amm)
o “Throughout the night... protesters threw various objects, including stones,

pyrotechnics, glass bottles, and metal items, at law enforcement officers,” it said,
adding that “10 employees of the ministry of internal affairs were injured.”

# dieel, X Uy A aEqU A o, S ST Tade ARERAT WG 98, FAre
o &gl, 3 I o ST o “raRe #Few & 10 FAAY g« gul”

e The Ministry had said that 32 police officers were wounded and 23 protestors
detained on Thursday.

FATE o et AT 3 32 gfera e Trorer gU I 3R 43 R eefersrl Iear
feraa & fow arv 9
e Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze’s statement on Thursday that Georgia will not

seek to open accession talks with the European Union until 2028 ignited a furious
reaction from the opposition and two days of protests.

TUTAHAT el Praldest H 9I6T AR A {6 SAforar 2028 aF JUAT TG & AT
HEFIAT AT L AG H, favet F g yfafsran seueat g 3R & folt o fady
geil gul

e He later accused the opposition and the EU Ambassador to Georgia of distorting his
words, and insisted membership in the bloc “by 2030” remains his “top priority.”

d1e, # 3egiel fauat 3R AT & U W & Weiqd W 3T sal Al fahd e
T 3R ST, 3R SR S gl o selteh H FEEIT “2030 TF” 3oTeh! “ToHE
YrIfAdar S g3 &

e Protests were also held in other cities across Georgia on Friday.

YFAN F AT & 37 A 7 off A weeher favw amvy
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. India loses to Pakistan by 43 runs in U-
Indl_a losesto o' x.0 Cup
Pakistanby 43 ‘
runs in U-19 3ET-19 UT 9 A HRA UTfehedreT &
Asia Cup 433 | g
[PCS | Shahzaib Khan's Stellar Knock in Youth Asia Cup
Press Trust of India
DUBAI a3t TR F9 A RS e B ARTER IR’y

Shahzaib Khan smashed10 . Shahzaib Khan smashed 10 sixes in a knock of 159 off
sixes in knock of his 159 off 147 balls as India under-19 lost to Pakistan by 43 runs in
147 balls as India under-19 the Youth Asia Cup cricket tournament on Saturday.

lost to Pakistan by 43 runs ~ eM@Sld @Il o 147 &t # 159 W F=ired gU 10 SFh AR,
in the Youth Asia Cup Gqfy sra 3i=t-10 #' TRFEdT @ 4337 & &R HT THT

cricket tournament here . L e
on Saturday. Nikhil Kumar ~ ¥¢1 951 Fart R F9 e g # afaar 7

made 67 for India. e Nikhil Kumar made 67 for India.
IGIICE] FAR d ART & foT 67 I I410]
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